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SEEESS SIEESS 
To F. A. 


Bout two or three months ago a 

Noble Lady gave me your 
KM Book with a Letter that ad- 
dreſſed it to me, wherein after ſome ci- 
vilities I was deſired to perule the Book, 
and made hope I ſhould reap great ad- 
vantages from it; and wee if I had 
not learned from the Inſpired Preacher 
that there i nothing new under the Sun, 
or had been eaſily catched to believe 
Novelties, a Title and Preface that pro- 
miſed ſo much ſhould have made me 
apprehend I had got ſent me the Philo- 
ſophers ſtone in Divigity ; and truly 
ſo ſhort, ſoſure, ſoeafie and to general 
a Mcthod as you think you offer for 
curing and preventing, all diſtempers 
about Religion, deſerved to be enter- 
tained with equal degrees of Joy and 
Aſtoniſhment. What a happinels were 
it to Mankind after all the expence 
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of Bloud, all the toyl and ſweat of 
Care, all the Speculations and Labours 
of the Learned, and the Induſtry and 
endeavours of Statelmen for reſolving 
the doubts and difficulties about Reli- 
gion, to find a ſhorter and a ſafer way 
to get out of that trouble ? But as the 
high pretences and promiles of the Spa- 
giricks make ſober people afraid to 
meddle with them, and do-oft bring 
diſeſteem and neglect an the Medicines, 
becauſe they are overvalued: fo I am 
afraid your Book ſhall have the ſame 
fate with clearer and unpoſleſſed minds. 


And I muſt confeſs my ſelf ſtrongly 
prejudiced -againſt theſe hudling Me- 
thods, ſo-that I always apprehend ſome 
Legerdemain from them. And the Ti- 
tle of your Book did very naturally 
lead me to this thought, 4t being a form 
of Speech we inExe/and call aBul, A Ra- 
tional way to convince without anyDiſpute, 
for a Rational way of Conviction 1s 
when upon a full hearing and conſider- 
ing all can be ſaid on both ſides of any 
debate, the evidence of Reaſon deter- 
Mines our perſwaſzon. And to form an 
opinj- 


opinion after we have only conſidered 
the grounds of one fide, is as unequal 
and unjuſt, as for a Judge to paſs 1en- 
tence when he has heard but one party. 
Now Diſputing is only the conſidering 
with an even ballance what all parties 
ſay, and the ſuſpending our Verdict till 
they have finiſhed their Evidence. It 1s 
therefore no Rational way but a blind 
and unreaſonable one that bars Diſpu- 
ting ; nor can it bea Conviction, but 
only a prepoſſeſſion when we are led 
into any Opinion, before all that can 
1n reaſon be {aid hath been examined by 
us. But I ſuppoſe by Dilpute you meant 
the eager and hot conteſts of wrang- 
ling Diſputants, who cſpouling a party 
do with all the tricks and dilingenuities 
of Sophiſtry and the petulant Incivilities 
of rude treatment, manage debates as 
perſons more concerned for glory and 
victory than for truth ; and rather than 
contels an eſcape and diſclaim an error, 
will with all the trifling arts of their 
embaſed Logick, defend every thing 
which either they themſelves have 
once ſaid, or that party they adhere to 
has maintained. | 
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But as I pafſed from your Title 
through your Preface to your Book, I 
mult treely confeſs I did not find init 
ſuch fair and clear Reaſoning as you pro- 
miled ; and I ſaw you had a great deal 
of reaſon to avoid Diſputing : for no- 
thing bur a blind eaſe yielding to what 
you delivered could ſave your Book 
trom being rejected. And this ſeemed to 
me ſo obvious, that Tjudged it needleſs 
to engage 1n any Anſwertoit, and fo 
laid it aide. But a few days ago a wor- 
thy and learned friend of mine told me 
many wilned fome would be at the 
painsto Aniwerit, and deſired me to 
doit; and when T told him how it was 
brought to my hands, he thought I was 
under ſome obligation to ſend you the 
reaſons that lay in my way and on me 


from yielding to this new Method of 


Conviction. Iwas the moreeaſilyper{wa- 


ded to it, that my preſent circumſtances | 
did leave me at a greater freedom of dil- | 


poſing of my time than I have enjoyed 
for ſome years. 

The {ſtarched formality of Dedicati- 
ons 15 25 much out of eſteem with me,as 
out ot date 1n this freer age ; bu: it was 


Na- ! 
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natural to addreſs this to your ſalf 
though utterly unknown to me, by an 
other Character than what your Book 
gives of you, and ſo Iam in no hazard 
of making perſonal reflections. I ſhall 
firſt give you my ſenſe of your Method 
in all the Six points you go through, be- 
fore I take any notice of what is in 
your Preface, which I ſhall conſider laſt 
of all, and with the ſame breath ſhall 
offer a Rational way of managing all 
Diſputes about Religion fo, that rv Jn 2 
full hearing of what may be ſaid we may 
arriveat aclear and well groundedCon- 
viction in mattersof Religion. I hope you 
will conſider whatlT go to laybefore you 
with a mind calm and undiſturbed,and 
belicve that inthis Lam acting the part 
of one who 1s {incercly 


Your Friend and Servant, 


Gilbert Burnet. 


— A 


IMPRIMATUR, 
Guliel, Wigan. 


Feb. 27, 1677, 
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THE 
INTRODBEATT ION. 


Othing doth give both occaſion 
and nouriſhment to Error aad 
Miſtake more than the being 
prevailed on by the heats of fancy without 
brinoins them under the ſeverer tryal of 
Reaſon ; nor ao our Imaninative powers in 
any caſe more certainly impoſe upon us,than 
when they preſent Notions tous which do 
at once ſurpriſe with their novelty, and de- 
lieht with their apparent uſefulneſs : 
and none are ſooner catch'd with ſuch a 
bait than men of Speculative heads, ac- 
cuſtomed to Diſputes aud to the little tricks 
of Logick ; for they betno habituated toſo 
many Axioms which paſs amons them for 
acred Truths, think, if they can found a 
diſcourſe on ſome received Maxim, all i 

ſure work, and have pot diftinguiſhed 

aright betwixt the Colours of Truth which 

Wit, E.loquence = Sophiflry can by a 

bh 


acre! [VIA Perſpective caſt ea the fall eſt 
Propoſitions, and the cloſe Gontextures of 
Reaſon derived from the common Notices 
of Truth which dwell oa the minds of all 
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The (wbtletics of the Schoolimea did wil 
enor9/) tit an oe that queſtioacd nothing M 
but wy that men are throughly awake, 
and hivins thrown off the prejudices of 
Guſtome and Education call for a fuller 
Evidence, they are aot the proper men to 
acal wth this Age : their 1enorance of 
2mAnKind makes "uM offer HAN) things 
as ae 'monuſtr ations, winch ſome even of the 
molt trifling pretenders to Wit can ana 
ad blow tway;and their being accuſtomed 
to their own Topicks, not krowing how 
much they axe rejected by men of ſer CYCY 
and more ſearching Under ft. atngs makes 
them often bes the one halſ of the queſt 1042 
to prove the ole Therefore whoet ey 
would aeal with our Heitors tmattc;s of 
IReliown, muſt kaow men as well zs Not ca: 


and looks, 


Aad ts of ot4 Plato thought the Stud; 
of Geometry a neceſſary preparation to 


the 


the anderſtanding the higher Myſteries 
of bis Philoſophy: So I have often judged 
an acquaintance with Mathematical Arts 
and Sciences 4 fit and almoſt neceſſary 
preparation for a right underſtanding and 
managing Theologital debates; ſince theſe 
teach us to diſtinguiſh Critically betwixt 
truth and falſhod , and prattiſe a man 
into an exatt conſidering of every thing 
that is propoſed to him. 


The want of this,or at leaſt a great over- 
lineſs in it appears in J. K's late Book, 
whercin he thinks he leads his Reader in 
a Mathematical method through a great 
many Propoſitions, every one of which he 
imagines he has proved, beginning from 
a very plain unqueſtioned one, That ſome- 
thing # True,and ending it in avery fruit- 
ful one, That every thing the Roman 
Church teaches as an Article of Faith mu 
certainly be True, Undoubtedly if his 
method be good, that Church # infinitely 
beholding to him for its ſupport, having 
ow an eaſier and clearer method for 

ringing the worlds under her Authority 

than any yet thought on. Thus he con- 

cludes as firm and ſure of all ſides ; anaby 
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a clear way of Analyticks offers a Reſolu- 
tion of any Theorem or Problem in Divi- 
nity even to the giving the © uadrature of 
that Circle their Charch ts forc'd to run 
round in, proving her own Authority from 
the Scriptures, and the Authority of the 
Scriptures from her own Teitimony. 


T ſhall without any further Introduiti- 
07: enter into a ſurvey of the Six Points 
propoſcd by J. K. to be proved, without ex- 
amining the unwarineſs of” his expreſſions 
in any of them; in which though he lies of- 
ren open, yet it ws of ſolittle importance to 
quarrel about Woras or forms of Specch, 
that I ſhall not ſtand upon them: being alſo 
careful to avoid the engaging in any debate 
that may be perſonal betwixt him and me, 
and therefore ſhall confine my diſcourſe to 
the Six Points he has gone through. 
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It is conſidered, if J. K. does prove 

convincingly that there is a God, 

4- 
fs K. thinks he hath proved the 
C- being of a God, by this pro- 
” Freſſlion of Reaſon, If ſome- 


Fa If thing be true, then this 35 true, 
WL 


NPI T hat there is ſomething better 
f0 Tr YN 
SAO DL than anuther, which if any 
7) man deny he denies himſel f 
(0 better than an Aſs or a Block, and ſo is either 
e a mad man or a fool, Now if ſomething be better 
X than other, then there is 4 beſt of all things , 
K and every thing i is better as it comes nearer that 


» hich is beſt, and this beſt of all things ts God. 


Des Cartes 1s blamed by many for having 

[ft out all other Arguments for the proof ot 

a Deity, ſetting up only One, which how 

ſtrong loever it may be, 1t 15 a preat itjury to 

the Caulc he maintains to ſcem to [)? hr all other 

|  __ proofs may be brought for to ſacred and tin- 
; | damental a truth : Yet his eſtublt: hing that up- 
03 a good and ſolid Foundation doth very muck 
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(2) 
qualifie any guilt, which is rather to be imputed 
tothe over-valuins his own Notions thana de- 
!1cned betraying the Cauſe he undertook, Bur 
upon this occaſion the Reader way be tempted 
to ſevercr C. :{urc-,when the Foundations of ſo 
great a S14..ructureare ſo 1ll laid, and both 
the Antecedent and Conſequent of this Argu- 
ment prove equally weax. 


And in the firſt place, how 1s it proved, that 
ſome things are better than other things ? or 
does any imagine the Atheiſts will a4mit that ? 
On the contrary they deny there 15 any thing 
morally good or evil, and aſcribe all the No- 
tions of good andevil to Education, Cultom, 
the ſeveral tempers and intereits of men. And 
indeed did thry acknowledge the Morality of 
Actions, they thould yield the full half of the 
Debate, that men ought to be good , which 
would clearly make way for proving all the 
ret, And theſe men, will without any heſica- 
tion acknowledge themſelves no better than 
B-a{ts or Blocks, as to any moral goodneſs. 
They will rot deny but Matter 1s more refined 
in 4 nav, the Contexture better and the Uletul- 
ncfs greater than in other Animals ; but as to 
any moral goodneſs they plainly diſclaim it, 
A< though Wood b: never lo neatly wrought in 
a tine and uteful Cabinet,yet 18 no better ſothan 
when 1t was an urdrefled Plank as to any moral 
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Thus it appears that f. K's 1gnorarce of 
men makes him {tumble in his firit atteinyr, 
nor is his next more ſucceſsful , for though 
ſome things be better,it will not follow there 
i5a beſt : for of every lort of Beings there are 
ſome Individuals better than other , but from 
that it does not follow there mult be a belt of 
that rank or order of Creatures : becaul? one 
Horſe is ſwifter, one Dog better {certed, ore 
Lyon ſtronger, therefore muſt there be a 
Horſe fwifter than all others, a Dogs the belt 
ſcented of any, ard a [yon ſtronger than any 
other Lyon? This may be applied to all the <pe- 
cies of Creatures : for all the gv0diels thele 
people admit, being only a better remyer of 
more nimbly agitated Matter, though one 
thing excel another, it 15 not becaule it comes 
nearer the beſt of all Beinos, nor becivle 1 re- 
ccedes further from the worit 0: atl BJ1nos, but 
becauſe. it is more wieldy, more apt to Ierie 
the fevera] ufes and interelts of men ; without 
riling higher to conſider ary Or: ova and 
Standart pogdneſs, Nor w.ll ths any more 
prove the being of one that is be!t ot all, than 
becauſe ſome men are tharper {ghted, others 
{tronger limb'd, others ot a better atgeliion, 
and others of a betrer rempercd livauh ; that 
therefore there mu{t be one that hs rhe fhar- 
pe{t Fohr of all men, the ftronovic 1. mbs, the 
belt d.geltion and the mo!t conttant health, 


(4) 

Beſides, thongh an Atheiſt did admit there 
were ſome beings Morally better and worſe, 
this does not prove there mult be a beſt of all 
Beings ; for he may ſay that as naturally as 
Colours ft the eye and Sounds the car, ſo ſome 
Notions of good are ſuitable to the minds of 
men, and their being better and worſe is no- 
thing but their keeping more cloſe to theſe No- 
tiors,diſcerning them more truly and following 
them more conltantly: ſo that as a man ſees well 
when his eye does preſent objects to him in 
their due Colours ard diſtances, yet this proves 
no Neity; inlike manner a man is better or 
worſe as he diſcerns and follows theſe common 
Notices more or leſs exactly, 


Thus far I have conſidered this Argumerr, 
ard have fourd it ſo weak on all ſides, that no 
weight is tobe laid on it at all. But all this 
while I have been put to act a very unpleaſant 
part, when I did but ſeem to defend Atheiſm 
from any objection is brought againſt it ; but I 
know nothing that does more prejudice a good 
cauſe,than when it is maintained by arguments 
palpably weak and unconcluding , for it makes 
many overly conliderers, and more particu- 
larly thoſe that are already byaſſcd and partial, 
imapine it has no more {trength in it than whap 
it receives from the Arguments þy which it 
was proved, fince no concluſion ( as ſuch ) 
can have more trith in it than was in the pre- 
meſes trom which it was deduced. 1f therefore 
the 
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the proving of a Deity be made good, by an 
Argument fo fallacious that it muſt needs ap- 
pear ſuch at firſt view, one that is wickedly 
partial may from that be fortified in his ac- 
curſed hopes, that there is none, becauſe le 
finds that ſo much feared truth is ſo weakly 
aſſerted, But that I do not leave the Atheiits 
in a vain triumph, or ſeem to weaken ſo good 
a Cauſe, by blowing away any reaſons brought 
for it withour ſubſtituring other and better 
ones 1n their room, I ſhall here ſay a little for 
the conviction of an Athei{}. 


Firſt then, all men are deſired to conſider 
there is no Argument that can ſo much as pre- 
tend to prove there is no God, or that a ſu- 
preme þeing infinitely perfect is impollible; tor 
all the Atheiſts offer ar, is on)y to weaken thoſe 
Reaſons trom which the belief of a Deity 15 w- 
fcrred : ſo that {till it is poſſible there may be a 
God. And from this every man will fee cauſe 
ro retire his thoughts inwards to conſider what 
danger heisin, it there be a Gold and he con- 
tinue to deny and deſpiſe him, and if it be 
poſlible there be a God, far ought he knows 
there may be one, ſince he has no rcalon to b- 
afſured of the cantrary. 


If upon this he yield ſo far as ſeriouſly and 
with even ballances to weigh what (hall be ot- 
fered to him, he 1s next delired to contider it 
be 6nd not within himſclt the ſecret apyre- 
Jo, | hen- 


(6) 
henſions of a Supreme inviſible being, if the 
fears of offending him, the deſire ot his atliſtance, 
the joy in the opinion of being acceptable to 
him,do not o:ten ſpring up in his mind, and 
this even after all attempts to ſtifle and repreſs 
them. Nor can this be only the etfe& of Educa- 
tion, for every man finds by experierce that 
all other things which he ſucked from his 
breeding can by a little care and attention be ſo 
quite forſaken, that no viſage of the fr{t im- 
preſtion ſhall remain. Sirce therefore theſe 
thoughts {tick clofer, there muit be ſomewhat 
more than Education in the caſe, 


Burt this will appear ſtronger if a man com- 
pare the thoughts and common ſentiments of 
all Nations and Apes as far as either Hiltory 
or writings can lead us up, with theſe {tirring 
within his own breaſt, where finding that all 
mar.kird have agreed in the belict ot a Deity, 
he mu!t nceds be convinced there 1s foine pro- 
portion betwixt his Soul and theſe thoughts 
from which he is not to be ſhaken, though he 
mect with fome few in this or former Ages 
wl.o kave denicd or doubted this truth, for 
thele can never be ſet up againlt ſuch valt num- 
be:s as have agreed in this belief, who have 
been always the molt ſober, molt ſerious and 
conlidering perſons, who have cultivated all 
Arts and Sciences, ard advanced the good of 
NManaind niorec than the whole Tribe of Liber- 
ris and Ruſtians, who havirs abandoned 
them- 


(7) 
themſelves ts their ſenſual appetites and plea- 
ſures, and neglected the improving their minds 
4n any thing that is either Great or Good, are 
not to be pur in the ballance with the Religious. 
What have they ever done to better Mankind ? 
On the contrary their Maxims diſſolve all the 
Nerves of Government, and all the duties we 
owe one another, and they being buried in 
their brutal Juſts, have lolt that clearneſs of 
diſcerning which men of more fober tempers 
have; nor do they ever converſe with their 
own minds, but ſtudy to guard again!t ſerious 
Thoughts, as effects of the Spleen and Melan- 
choly ; and the diſſoluteneſs of their Lives as it 
depraves their Underſtandings, fo it makes 
them partial to thoſe Notions, that may give 
them eaſe and ſleep intheir Iicentious practiſes, 
And thus he that conſults his own thoughts and 
the common verdict of all Mankind, will 
be made acknowledge a Deuy, 


And if he open his eyes to look on the viſi- 
ble world,this will furniſh him with many Rea- 
ſons to believe an inviſible power that made ir, 
If we conlider the Revolutions of rhe heavens, 
the interchanges of day and night, ſummer and 
winter, the figure of the earth, irs divilion 
into Sea and T.ard, by which all Nations com- 
mun:cate what they abound in to others, the 
inequalities of Hills and Valleys, the L'kes 
and Rivers that mo!:!ten the earth, ard ge 
drin\ t9 Aninia!s, the many product.o is at 
tlie 
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(3) 
the Earth,the great variety of Plants and Vege- 
tables with their ſeveral uſes, beſides the 
more inward riches of the Earth, Mines and 
Minerals : what man of commoen ſenſe can 
alcribe all this to Fate or Chance ? But the 
Structure of Animals, the Organs of Senſe, 
th: Veſſels of Concocions, the various Fer- 
ments, and the skiltully diſpoſed Channels for 
conveying nourithment to all the parts of the 
Body, raiſes our wonder higher which, 1s at its 
toll height when we examine the parts of mans 
Pody, which amazed Gales, and made him ſing 
a Hymn to his Maker, upon ſo altoniſhing a 
Meditation, If the Brain and ſeat of Memory 
and Imagination be conſidered, what a ſur- 
prizing thing is it to find ſuch a ſubſtance the 
Receptacle of ſo many various Imrreſlions as 
make up all the words of every Language we 
ſpeak, the figures of all perſons, places and 
things we have ſeen or conſidered, and that all 
theſe be fo well diſpoſed that we can draw them 
our when we pleaſe inſo ready and natural an 
order, and alſo that all words flow ſo eaſily 
ttirough our Mouths ? 


Now this muſt either be the effeR of Fate, or 
Charce, or of an intelligent wile Being, Not of 
Fate, for bclide that they cannot explain what 
that Fate ſhould be, every thing that Rows 
trom a Natural Caule mult always operate the 
fre way; bur the great diveriities- of mens 
Teaivers, Appretenſions and Juigments, the 
ToLne 
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difference of their Faces, Eyes, way of Speak- 
ing, Writing and Walking ſhew rhat they are 
not the effects of Fate. Nor can fo much Regu- 
larity and parts ſo uſeful and well-diſpoled, 
have run ſo together by Charce, which mult 
needs be unequal and unconſtant, So that mans 
Formation muſt owe its Original to a wiſe 
Being ; and thar this is not the wiſdom of the 
Father and Mother,every one knows: therefore 
there muſt be ſome unſeen wiſe Being that 
created the Univerſe, and did not only at firit 
ſet the ſeveral parts of it in thoſe Channels 
wherein they ſtill run, but does continue to 
mould this Matter according to the de{igns of 
his Eternal mind, 


All this receives a further Confirmation 
from the many ſudden changes of the Courſe of 
Nature at the command of ſome extraordinary 
perſons who have forced her out of her com- 
mon Methods and Operations, which 15s an evi- 
dent demonſtration there 15 ſomewhat Superior 
ro Matter and Motion, which can over-rule and 
govern it, This having appeared often in the 
ſight of many thouſands of diſcerning and im- 
partial witneſſes, who have both contefled and 
atteſted the truth of what they ſaw and heard, 
we have no reaſon to doubt the matter of 
Fact, and as little to queſtion the being of 2 
Deity who is Maſter of the world, and can do 
nit and with it what he will, 


Thus 
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Thus far have I conſidered upon what true 
and ſolid grounds the belief of a Deity muſt 
re{t, which are indeed ſuch that we need not 
the help of any little piece of Sophiſtry to 
maintain them, they require only a ſerious and 
thinking temper to examine and weigh things 
ina fair and Rational way, without either the 
prejudices of Education or the partialities of 
luſt and intereſt, 


P F 
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CHAT. IL 


It is confidered, if J. K. proves con- 
wvincingly that there muſt be ſome 
true Religion. 


that there mult be a true Religion, which 

he detines, A Dottrine that teaches men 
in what manner God will be worſhipped by them, 
and in what matters he will be obeyed by them. 
Now he proves this, for if there be 4 trne God,we 
ought to worſhip him in what mauxer he will be 
worſhiped by, and obey him in what matters he 
will be obeyed by us, as ſubjetts and ſervants 
reverence and cbey their Soveraigns anda Maſters, 
Therefore if God be the beſt and greateſt of all 
things, we are his ſubjeits and ſervants, for cer- 
tainly he is the ſupreme Governonr of the Uni- 
verſe , and this he thinks none who gravt a tre 
God can deny, ana this way of Worſhip muſt be 
aſſigned by God and men wuft know it. 


f bir next ſtep f. K. makes, is to prove 


This is the ſubſtance of what f. K. ſays on 
this head, which is ſo extremely weak and il! 
proved that I am amazed he did not fee it. For 
he muſt remember he only pretended there 
was a Being beſt of all others, Now though 
that were true, it will not follow from thar, 
that 
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that I muſt Worſhip or Obey God, much leſs 
that I am his ſubje&t and ſervant : all that will 
follow being only, that I ought to eſteem him 
the belt of all Beings ; but why Adore or Obey 
him,and why am I his ſervant or ſubje& ? 


Adoration and Obedience can only be ex- 
acted as acts either of Juſtice, Gratitude or 
Intereſt, If any have a right to my Worſhip or 
Obcdience, they are due to him in Juſtice , or 
if he have put ſuch Obligations on me that theſe 
are but a proportioned return and acknow- 
ledgment of them, then they are due in Grati- 
tude ; or if he be able to confer extraordinary 
tavours, or inflict moſt ſevere puniſhments, 
then the avoiding his diſpleaſure and the pro- 
curing his favour are neceſſary on the account 
of my own Intereſt, and ſo I mult ſtudy to 
pleaſe him by Worſhip and Obedience : bur no- 
thing of all this will follow if it be only proved 
that there is a belt of Beings, which is all 7, X, 
attempred. 


Ard hence it was that though the Epicareans 
acknowledged ſuch a Deity as he thinks he has 
proved, yet they denying both Creation, Pro- 
vidence ard another State, did throw off the 
care and thoughts of Religion as the efftets of 
fear and ſuperitition. And f. K. d-fining Re- 
ligion to be a Doftrine reacting 1s to worſhip and 
obey God ſo as he will bave us do, goes to prove 
there muſt be a Religion, becanſe # there be 4 


God, 


Wu 
God, he muſt be Worſhipped aud Obejed fo 44 
pleaſes him. Now this being his definition of 
Religion, and by conſequence all one with it, 
he proves that if there be a God, there muſt be 4 
Religion, thus : if there be atrue God, there muſt 
be a true. Relig:,1, And how 509hiltical a way 
of procedure this is, common tenſe, not to ſay 
Logick, does make appear. And thus he 1s 
again unhappy 1n this his ſeco:d ltep, 


But as in the former Section I judged it ne- 
neceſſary to ſubltitute ſome better proofs 0; 2 
Deity than he gave ; fo 1 ſhall now ofter 10me 
{kronger Arguments to prov? there muſt be a 
Religion, And firſt, if God be the Creator of 
all things and the Author of our b. ings, as was 
already proved, then we are his ſ:bjects by 
that right of Creation and owe our N ture, 
Reaſon and Life wholly to him. Therefore as in 
juſtice we ought to acknowledge this by our 
thankful Praites and Adorations , ſo we ought 
by the ſame juſtice to give our ſelves upto him, 
and do and luffer what he will have us do and 
ſuffer. Andthis is confirmed by thote imprelli- 
ons of Awe and Reverence which, as was be- 
fore proved, the greateſt and beſt, ray and of- 
ren the worſt part oft Mankind fee] on their 

earts, Which with the checks and pangs of 

Conſcience for fins, thews how Religion 1s 
natural to the Soul, and proportioned to our 
faculties. Again, if God created the world 
and al] things in it, he mult upheid, preſerve 
C ard 
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and govern his own workmanſhip, which the 
regular courle of Nature, with the dayly pro- 
ductions of it, do demonitrate. And ut 1s no 
leſs clear from the extrzordinary and miracu- 
lous interruptions and changes, which by his 
creat power are givento the common courle 
of Second cauſes, Now if there be a ſupreme 
Providence that watchetn over all humane 
things, and from whoſe care all the bleſlings 
0; this life Row upon us; then we ought to 
make returns ſutable ro ſuch favours, and like- 
wiſe 1mplore the continuance of them, 


Finally, if there be a God that made and 
governs all things, 'e mult be both 1o good 
and ſo jult as to protet and reward all who 
truſt jn him and ſerve him, this being the na- 
rural reſult of juitice and goodneſs ; and there 
muſt be ſome dilccimination between thoſe that 
worliup and obey him, and thole that do not 
10, Now this 15 not done in this life ; for often 
thuſe who Fear and Love him are 1n great Mt- 
ſerics, Pains and Troubles, and live and die 
molt uncomfortably, whereas thoſe who diſho- 
rour and diſobey him, are ofren in great ko- 
nour and eiteem, and abound in all oumward ad- 
V ages ; nor 15 there any viſible diſcrimina- 
tion in this Life ; yet that being inſeparable 
from the notion ot juſtice and goodnels, it 
malt certainly be done at fome time or other, 
Sirce therefore 1t is not inthis Life, it mult be 
In another , therefore we mult believe our Souls 
fluall 
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ſhall outlive this ſtate. When likewiſe we con- 
ſider, thar Matter 1n all its ſubrileſt refinings 
and nimbleſt motions gives no diſcoveries of 
Senſe or Copitation, and yet we feel a Think- 
ing being within us, which we plainly perceive 
to be a Being different from Matter both in its 
atings and nature, we conclude there is a prin- 
ciple in us that muſt not neceſſarily die at the 
diſſolution of this life Which is confirmed from 
innumerable ſtories of the Apparitions of ſome 
Rational beings ſeparated from Bodies which 
in all Ages and places of the world have aboun- 
ded, and are as certainly atteſted as ever any 
matter of Fa& hath been, Which ſhews, that 
there are Beings diſtin from Matter, and 
that our Souls are ſuch, their ſubtle reaſonings 
both Metaphyſical and Mathematical do de- 
monltrate, 


Their ſurviving this Body is alfo gathered 
from their frequent aſcent above material Fi- 
Sures and Phantaſms in their Conceprions and 
Inferences ; which fhews, they do nor ſo much 
depend on matter as not to ourlive their union 
with it. In fine, The common apprehenſtons 
which all Thinking men, in all Ages, have own- 
ed, and which appears in the greatclt part ot 
all both good and bad at their death, thews the 
belief of this is among thoſe common Notices 
of truth which are born with the Soul. 
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From all which T may fairly aſſume, That 
there is another ſtate in which our Souls ſur- 
viving their union with our Bodies ſhall be re- 
warded or puniſhed as they have deſerved well 
or ill at the hands of the great Creator and 
Judge of all men, And therefore if our own 
intereſts touch us or prevail upon us, and the 
apyrehenſions of future rewards or puniſh- 
ments work on our fears or hopes, we muſt 
carcfully avoid all diſhonouring, diſobeying or 
offending this God , and with the ſame care we 
muſt ſtudy to acknowledge our beings are of 
him and for him, and that all the bleffings of 
this Life are the effets of his Bounty, for 
which we mult thank him, and adoring his 
bleſſed Attributes and Perfe&tizons we muſt de- 
dicate our whole Lives to his ſervice : that ſo 
we may !tll enjoy his favour here, and in the 
next life receive the rewards of good and faith- 
ful ſervants, 


And thus upon good and ſolid foundations I 
have built up this propoſition, That there mult 
be ſome true Religion, 


WP. 
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CHAP III. 


It is conſidered if J. K. proves con- 
vincingly that there muſt be ſome 
true Revealed Relipion. 


Revealed, which he performs thus : How 
can we know Gods will unleſs he Reveal it 
fo us either immediately or mediately ? For na- 
tural Religion teaches only in general that we 
ought to Worſhip and Obey God, but dues not 
teach the particular manner or matters of this 
Worſhip and Obedience, therefore there us a ne- 
ceſſity of this Revelation. Tea, if God had left 
thu tothe Cheice of every one, yet at leaſt that 
muſt be revealed. 


] RK. goes onto prove this Religion muſt be 


In this Reaſoning f. K. hath forgot a very 
neceſſary diſtintion of Revelation, into that 
which is communicated naturally to the Soul, 
ard that which is ſuperadded by ſome extraor- 
dinary manifeſtation or inſpiration, In the 
tormer ſence 1t cannot be denyed, but it is ne- 
ceſſary there be a Revelation of Religion : but 
that is not what f. X, drives at, Now he mult 
be very ignorant if he does not know that the 
Ereatelt part ot the Philoſophers believed there 
were 0n the Souls of all men ſuch inſcriptions 
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of Truth, that if all ſhould purifie their minds 
from the defilements Lult fuperinduced upon 
them, they ſhould then clearly diſcern every 
thing that the Deity enjoyned them , and there- 
fore they looked upon Inſpiration as a degree 
of madneis, which was only incident to weaker 
minds, whoſe 1maginative powers were toq 
hard for their reaſons. And indeed they knew 
ſo much of the juglings of their Oracles, that 
no wonder they {tudjed to derrat from. their 
Authority all they could, Now I deſire 7. K. 
will review his diſcourſe, and fee what {tron 
or good reaſons it offers for the conviction of 
thole of this perſwaſion. So that his Argument 
proving only that God muſt reveal how he will 
be Worlhipped and Obeyed, if it be replyed 
that it 15 done to all men by thole common No- 
tices of Truth that are born with their Souls, 
he hath furniſhed us with nothing to prove a 
further Revelation neceſſary. 


To make go00d this therefore againſt the Phi- 
lolophers, it is not to be denied but if man- 
kind had continued in the purity wherein God 
did create our Natares, their Reaſons were 
{trorg, but they themſelves complained of a 
grear depravation of their Natures, which 
they found were much prevailed on by Scnſes 
and fenlible objeRs, by Education, Cultome, 
Corporeal pleaſure, and the power of Fancy, 
And for cl.aring of this they apprehended an- 
Cther Prior {tate wherein Our Souls for ſome 
trcl- 
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treſpaſs had loſt their wings and plumes, and fo 
were degraded into Bodies. This thews they 
found ſome corruption on their Nature from 
which they {tudied to emerge , and did indeed 
attempt moſt gloriouſly rhe recovering them- 
{clves to their firſt original, This being then 
eonfeſſed that our minds are much darkned, 
and that our bodies, appetites and janctes are 
roo ſtrong for them, it will thence very natu- 
rally foliow, that as our reaſons cannot diſcover 
all things to us, ſo that our way of apprehen- 
ding of divine things may carry along with it 
much of a body and groſs phantaſms. 


This was evidently demonſtrated 1n that 
numberleſs variety of Opinions irto which all 
Nations were divided about Religion, a great 
mixture of bodily phantaſms, and grois plea- 
ſures appearing both in their opinions and pra- 
Etiſes about Religion. Nor was this only the 
fate of the Rabble, but both 7#/\y and Larro 
have given us an account of the great diverfi- 
ty was among Philoſophers abvat the very 
Notion and Nature of a Deity. Andit they 
diftered ſo much in their thoughts of that pri- 
mitive and firſt Truth, into how many divilt- 
ons may we imagine they muſt have run about 
the other Truths to be deduced from that ? 


Since therefore men did fo grope atter all 
the diſputes and ſpeculations ot Philotophers 
in which there was r.o certainty, nor had any 
C 4 Q: 
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of them ſuch plenary Authority as to oblige 
others to ſubmir to their deciſion; thence I 
infer the neceſlity of lome clear and certain 
way for ſatisfyi.g all mankind in things of ſo 
great and univerſal] concern, The Speculations 
of Philoſo dhers were neither certain nor ( ſuch 
as thev were ) evident to men of weaker un- 
dcrſtandings ; the only way therefore to avoid 
this, was either to make ſuch plain and glorious 
Maniicſtati'ons of God's preſence and pleaſure 
as the fews had 010 mount S$:imas and in their 
molt holy vlace, Gr to authorize ſome men by 
divine Inſpirations to reveal God's will to 
mankind Now there 1s no 1nipoſſibility in 
the notion of an Jnſfiratiosy, For if we make 
known our thoughts to one another, either by 
forming ſuch a Sound, or writing ſuch Cha- 
rafters as ſhall convey into the ears or eyes of 
others Corporeal Impreſſions from which they 
may judse of our thoughts, which 15s a great 
way about and much more unintelligible 
( though we are very ſure it is true ) then that 
a ſpirit ſhall communicate 1ts thoughts to our 
underſtandings, which it may either do by ſuch 
putward impreflions on our ſenſes as bring the 
thuughts of other men to our knowledge, or 
without theſe outward objects may make the 
{ame Impreflions on our Brain. Ard like to 
this, are the impreſſions made on us in lleep, 
1m woich we imagine we converſe with the ob- 
jects of ſenſe, Or tnally, without the means 
pt any Corporeal phantaſms, a ſpirit, eſpecia- 
| zlly 
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ally the ſupreme and ſoveraign ſpirit, may im- 
mediately convey to our underſtanding its plea- 
ſure, as well as our underſtandings do receive 
hints from groſs phantaſms, which is a great 
deal harder to conceive than this, 


Thus the Atheiſt can propoſe nothing that 
wil prove there can be no Inſpiration ; but 
there is great neceſſity of guarding this both 
from the juglings of Impoltors and the more 
innocent though no leſs hurtful deceits of our 
heated fancies,which may obtrude their Notions 
on us as Divine , eſpecially in ſome in whom 
the Spleen or hyſterical diſtempers may pro- 
duce (ſtrange effeRts : therefore this muſt be 
well proved, and warranted before others are 
bound to acknowledge or ſubmit to it, nor 
muſt the great heats and divine Raptures af 
the inſpired perſon ingage our belief. We 
know how the $:by//s were ſaid to be inſpired, 
and with what Bacchick fury many heathen 
Prieſts delivered ſome of their Impoſtures ; 
and it is dayly ſeen what ſtrange appearanfes of 
inſpiration are in hyſterical perſans. There- 
fore ir muſt be accompanied with ſuch other 
extraordinary Characters as can neither be the 
forgeries of Juglers nor the vapours of the 
Spleen or Mother ; and theſe are Miracles or 
Prophecies which are certain indications of 
ſome extraordinary and ſupernatural preſence 
with the inſpired perſons, 


And 
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And thus far T have helped 7. X. to prove | 
the neceſlity of Revelation for the aſcertaining 
mankind of the Worſhip and Obedience that j 
God requires, and have met with the great 
objections which Deilts and other enemies to 
Revelation bring againſt it. But I now follow 
him to his fourth propoſition about the truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion, 


Lend 
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CHA-P. IV. 


Ir is confidered if” J.K. hath proved convin- 
cingly the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 


| K. poes on in his Series of truths, and his 
next attempt is to prove the truth of Chri- 
" ſtian Religion, And indeed the Atheiſm 
that hath of late broke out in the world and in 
upon us, hath engaged ſo many excellent pens 
of all the parties ard diviſions ot Chriſtendom 
to ſtand up in vind:cation of our molt holy 
Faith with ſo much cloſeneſs of Reaſon, that it 
may be ju{tly a problem, whether that peltife- 
rous comagion hath not occaſioned as niuch 
good to Chriſtian Religion, by the many ad- 
mirable Treatiles have bcen writ for it upon 
that account, as it hath done hurt by its 
own venome. But to ſee f. K. manage ſq 
glorious a Cauſe ſo poorly and ſo faintly, after 
all rhat light which theſe Books offcr, does 
juſtly raile Indignation, and it is plain he was 
afraid to bring out the {trongelt proofs tor it, 
leſt it ſhould appear there was much more to be 
ſaid tor the Verity of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, than can be for the Roman : but f. XK, being 
reſolved to prove there was nq more to be 
ſaid for the one than for the other, and there- 
fore would manage this Cauſe taintly, that he 
might maintain the other more itrongly, ard 
ſo it ſeems cares not with how {lender Evidence 
he 
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he aſſert the truth of Chriſtianity, ſo that the 
truth of the Roman Religion be but as un- 
diſputed, 


His great Argument for its truth is, That 
it hath been miraculouſly propagated,which could 
not have been without true and real Miracles, 
and theſe arg manifeſt proofs of that truth which 
they confirm. Now ſince Chriſtian Religion, 
though it contains Myſteries far above the reach 
of humane reaſon, and ſeverities contrary to bu- 

mane Inclinations, yet has been propagated with- 
out the help of Arms or humane enticements, by 
men of themſplues unfit for ſo great a work, and 
hath overcome other Religions which were both 


well eſtabliſhe4 and preached liberty and pleaſures, 


Then this was either done with Miracles or 
without them , if with them, it ah" go there 
were Miracles ; if without them, ſuch a propa- 
gation muſt be confeſſed to be a Miracle, This 
15 the ſubſtance ot what 7. K. brings for the 
proof of the Chriſtian Religion, 


But this alone cannot ſatisfe a conſidering 
mind, For it is acknowledged by all who be- 
lieve any Religion, that the power of ev] 
ſpirits 1s very great, and far above ours , fo 
that Miracles cannot determine my belief, ſince 
there muit go ſomewhat previous to thar, 

Thercfore 4oſes told the people 
Dext.13 x, of T/rael, that rhovgh a Prophet 


by 
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by a Sign or wonder did amuſe them, and upon 
that perſwaded them to go after other gods, 
they ſhould not hearken to that Prophet, but 
put him to Death, And S. Paul 
tells us, that if an Angel from 
heaven ſhould preach another 
Goſpel, he mult be anathematized, So thit 
Miracles or other extraordinary apparitions do 
not prove a Propher, 


Gal.1.8,9. 


Therefore the firſt and great Argument for 
the proof of the Chriſtian Religion is, the pu- 
rity of the Doctrine, and the holineſs of 1s 
precepts, which are all ſo congruous to the 
common Impreſſions of nature and reaſon 
and this mult prove, ( as our Saviour himſelf 
raught ns) that his Miracles were true ones, 
and not wrought by the Prince 
of Devils, ſince his L,ocrine 
is oppolite and deſtrutive of 
his Intereſt and King2om, Ard 
our Saviour alfo aſſerts the truth of what he 
ſaid, moſt commonly f. om this Topick, thar 
he came not to do his own will bur the will of 
him that ſent him, that he ſought not himſelf 
nor his own honour, but his Fathers. 


S Mat.12., 
24, t0 31, 


Again our Saviour aſſerts his authority from 
the Prophecies of Moſes and the other inſpired 
perſons of that Diſpenſation, whole predictions 
of the Meſſias did all agree to him and recerve 
completion in him, And from theie our Sa- 
V1Our 
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often ſilenced the Fews; and this 1s to us till 
a ſtrong Argument, that theſe Books which 
the enemies and bla'phemers of our Religion 
have ſtill kept as ſacred, and had among them 
for ſome thouſands of years, do give ſuch 
clear and evident Characters of our Saviour 
as their eſſias, as muſt needs convince every 
ſerious and ſober enquirer. 


Thele are the chief and great proofs of the 
authority of our Saviour, by which we are aſ- 
ſured that all the mighty works he did,were by 
the preſence and wonderful affiſtance of a Di- 
vine ſpirit, And for the Miracles themſelves 
7. K. would reſolve all our certainty concern- 
ing them into a miraculous propagation of 
Chrittianity, So that if there be no other cer- 
tain way to prove them, then if Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion had nor been fo propagated as it was, 
it could not have been made out that it was 
true; and if (0, what mult have been the ſtrong 
Arguments uled for it before it was ſo propa- 
gated ? Either theſe were convincing or not ; if 
they were not convincing, then it being pro- 
pagated by weak and unconcluding Arguments, 
we cannot be bound to ſubmir to it or believe 
It; if theſe Arguments were convincing, we 
either know them, or we know them not; if 
we know them not, how can we judge they 
were convincing ? if we know them, then we 
may be as well convinced by them as thoſe were 
to whom they were at firit propoſed. 

The 
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The great Argument the Apoſtles offered 
was, that our Bleſſed Saviour wrought many 
Micacles in the ſight of the Fews, and that he 
being dead and laid in the grave was raiſed from 
the dead, and after a long ſtay with them on 
earth they ſaw him aſcend with great glory to 
Heaven; of all which they were witneſſes, 
Now theſe being matters of Fact ſo poſitively 
atteſted by ſo many eye-witneſſes who were 
men of preat probity, ( that could not be caſt 
on the pretence of their being hired or bribed, 
there being no intereſt could lead rhem to give 
that teſtimony but only truth, all other conſi- 
derations deterring them from 1t ) there was 
good reaſon then, and remains fo itill ro be- 
lieve this true, whether the world had embra- 
ced it or not, And Iwill ask 7. K. what if 
the Gentiles had rejeted their tettimony as 
well as the Zews did? yet if theſe ſacred wri- 
tings had been with a molt Religious care con- 
veyed down to us, had we not been bound to 
believe the Goſpel? certainly we had, for the 
Apoſtles were men, who upon the {tricte(t tryal 
of Law mult be admitted as competert wit- 
neſles; they were well informed ot what they 
beard, and faw for a tract ot three or four 
years, they were plain {imple men who could 
not in reaſon be ſuſpect of deep dehigns or con- 
crivances ; they in the teftumonies they gave do 
not only vouch private ſtories that were tranl- 
acted 1n corners, but publick matters ſeen and 
known 
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known of many hundreds , they all agreed in 
their teſtimony, ſo that the fumes of melan- 
choly could not lead ſo many into ſuch an agree- 
ment of miſtakes. Their teſtimonies if falſe 
might have been eaſily difproved, the chief 
power being in the hands of their enemies, who 
neither wanted power, cunning nor malice, 
And in fine, the truth of their teſtimony ap- 
pears in their conſtant adhering to it, from 
which neither impriſonments, whippings, tor- 
tures, No not death it ſelf could divert them. 


From all which it is as evident as is poflible 
any matter of Fact can be, that their teſtimony 
was true, and this diſcourſe muſt hold good 
whether the world had received and belirved 


their report or not. Which was the more. 


fully confirmed by the miraculous operations of 
the Apoſtles in the name of Chriſt, by which 
they did caſt out Devils and cure all manner of 
diſeaſes ; and to this they appeal in their Epiſtles 
and Acts which were publiſhed at that time 
wherein had the matter of Fact not been true, 
they had been branded as bold and tmpudent 
Impoltors. 


We have alſo a Series of Books in all Ages 
citing the Writings wherein theſe Teſtimonies 
are contained, by which we know they were 
written at that very time. And the Apologilts 
for the Chriſtian Faith in their Apologies ap- 
peal to the wonders that were {till wrought => 
confir- 
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confirmation of the Faith ; nor can we imagine, 
that men of common ſenſe, not to ſay Modelty 
and Ingenuity, would have appealcd to proofs 
that were ſlender and falſe in matter of Fact, 


Thus we ſec that great confirmation of our 
Saviour from his Miracles is made good by 
another way of proof than by the propagation 
of it, which 1 do not deny doth very {trongly 
make out the rruth of all, yet is rather a con- 
ſequent confirmation of what hath been ſaid, 
than an antecedent argument for proving ir. 
So though it be tar from my thoughts to weaken 
this way of confirming Chrittzan Religion, 
yet it is plain that an extraordinary propaga- 
tion will not infer the truth of the Doctrine, 
though 1t be allowed it was done by Miracles , 
ſince we cannot be aſſured thele Miracles are 
wrought by a good Spirit till we firlt conſider 
the Dorines they confirm, whether they be 
good or not. It doth allo appear that the 
truth of theſe Miracles 15 made out abundantly 
tO us, abitrating from the way of propagating 
them. 


But in end we muſt a little examine what 
this way of propagating them was, and we 
ſhall find that notwithſtanding all the calum- 
nies and leſfer perſecutions of the ow of the 
deriſion of rhe Philolophers, of the prejudice 
carnal luſts and appetites laid in the way , and 
above all, of the violent oppoſition; given it 

D 


by 


(39) 
by the Roman Emperors who ſpared no cruelty 
for a Succeſſion of three Ages and ten Perſe- 
cutions that hell or heliiſh men could deviſe for 
deltroying it : yet it prevailed, and in a few 
years did ſpread to the aſtoriſhmenr of the 
world; and all other Religions were not only 
overthrown by the many Converts were daily 
tlocking in to the Chriſtian Church, but by the 
ruine of theſe very Religions, Judaiſm fell ro 
the ground by the ſubveriion of their Temple, 
and the total ruine and diſperſion of their State 
begun by Yeſpaſian and Tits, and compleated 
by Tr4jan and Haarian ;, nor could their at- 
tempts though cheriſhed by an apoltate Empe- 
rour ſucceed tor the rebuilding their Temple, 
Heaven and Earth combining to break off the 
work, Heatheniſm did alſo receive a mortal 
blow, by the ſilencing the Oracles upon the 
beginnings of Chrittianity, which were the 
great ſupports of that Religion with the vul- 
gar. And the exemplary lives, the heavenly 
Do&etrines, the mutual Charity, and the noble 
Conttarcy of the fir{t Witneſſes and Martyrs of 
the Chriſtian Faith, wrought not alittle on all 
that beheld them, even on ſuch as were very 
partial and byaſſed againlt them. And the 
Chriſtian Religion being thus univerſally re- 
ceived, aS1t 15 a very full demonttration that 
thele Niracles were no fergeries, but known 
and approved truths : So allo it confirms 1n us 
a belief, that there was an extraordinary Pre- 
lence of God in theſe beginninss of Chriſtianity, 
aſſilting 
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aſſiſting and animating thoſe Converts of al! 
Ages, Sexes and Qualities tO adhere to it under 
all the diſcouragements and ſufferings they 
were to paſs through, whether occaſioned by 
the irregular appetites of their own carnal 
Jults, or by the outward oppoſitions they met 
with, 


And thus far I have conſidered how the truth: 
of Chriſtian Religion can be made out againtt 
the oppolition of Atheilts, Infidels or Deitts. 
Hitherto I have waited 0n 7. K. inthe lurvey 
of theſe Truths about which we are apreed, 
and I hope, upon a review of what we have 
both performed, he will not deny but I have 
ſtrengthened his Poſitions with the acceflion of 
many more, and better Arguments than .any he 
brought. So that if he be in carne!t zealous for 
theſe tour great Truths, he will rejoyce to ſee 
ſuch a ſupplement, to what he had to ſcantly 
propoſed, But I am afraid ( ard perhaps nor 
without reaſon ) that he knowing how weak 
his Arguments mult needs be for the two polt- 
tions that follow, and yer defigning to impole 
on the Reader all the Six as equally certain, he 
would needs dilguiſe the tirlt Four, and pro- 
pole them fo weakly guarded, that the proots 
of all the Six might be of apicce.- But I have 
hitherto helped f. K. henceforth 1 quit that 
Part, and go to enter in a down-right oppolt- 
tion to him wn what remains. 
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CHAP. V. 


It 7s conſidered, if J. K. proves 60n- 
wvincingly that the Roman Catholick 
Religion # true, 


_ allalong and proves it thus: If Chriſtian 
” Religion be true, then that Religion which 
has the ſame proofs that it hath, at leaſt any of 
them that are ſolid, muſt needs be true, Since 
then the miraculous propagation of Chriſtian 
5 4 common, ſolid and evident proof of its truth, 
tberefore the Roman C atholick _—_— muſt be 
true ſince it us ſolidly proved by the like propaga- 
tion ; for though it contains very hard Myſte- 
ries init above the reach of bumane reaſon, as 
Tranſubftantiation, and ſome very hard Precepts 
and Connſells, as Vows, Faſts, C onfeſſion, pro- 
hibition for Prieſts to marry, &C. yet it hath been 
tay rags over a great part of the world without 
the belp of Arms or humane Enticements, by 
ffrarpers who have converted Nations from Pa- 
ganiſm to embrace the Chriſtian Faith, as 
S. Aultin che Monk aid un England, and Xave» 
rius 1# the Indies,and many others #n other places, 
which can be mavifeſtly proved from Hiſtory, nor 
can any exception be maae againſt 1s, which the 
aemics of Chriſtianity may not make againſt the 
D ſums 
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ſame pro'f bronoht for the (hriſffian Religion, 
eAnd to viſe $. Aultin's ailemma, T his propag as 
tron of Roman Catholick Religion was either with 
or without Miracles : if with Miracles, it 
muſt be true, ſince confirmed by Miracles , if 
without them, then no Miracle 1s greater than 
thus propagation. By which it appears, we bave 
as 000d growna'to be Roman Catholicks, as we 
have tobe Chriſtians, 


By this time I ſuppoſe it is clear enough 
why 7. K. would bring no better proofs tor 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; and row 
he thinks he has gained his delign : but what 
I ſaid in the former Section has undermined this 
Fabrick. ſince 1t 15 made out that the miracu- 
lous propagation is neither the only nor the 
chief proot of Chriſtianity, but that betore 
we believe even the Miracles of our Saviour 
ro be of God, two things were to be made 
out ; the one that his Doctrine was all holy and 
ſuch as tended to the glory of God , the other 
was, that all he 1aid and delivered agreed with 
the Prophecies had gone before. So by the 
ſame rule of procceding we mult firit ſee that 
all tne parts of the Roman Religion are holy 
an! luch as terd to the glory of God, and then, 
that they agree as fully with both the Teſta- 
ments, 2s our Saviours Doctrine did with 
3785 ana ine Prophets, 
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If this Method be taken I am afraid 7. X. 
will find it a hard task to prove the holin::s of 
all the Roman Doctrines. What a Sanctuary 
tor al] manner of Vice and Implety is the "<> 
power of Diſpenſing, Pardoring and giving 
Indulgerces for all tins upon ſuch irifiing ac- 
counts ? Witnels the preſent year with all the 
tavours and Indulgences to ſuch as go to the 
threſholds of the Apoltle's 2 What a patrociny 
to impenitence 1s their Opinion, of a ſimple 
Attrition being lufficient for the Sacrament 2 
And the whole trade of their penances and ab- 


- ſolutions looks like a defign ro quiet all mens 


Conlciences, Ict them lead as bad lives as they 
will. Beſides, who can believe that to be a 
[rue Religion, that has tolerated a great many 
Caltuitts who have found out diſtinctions to ex- 
cuſe men from all the duties they owe God and 
their Neighbour ? and have {tudied to ſatisfie 
menin the molt impious and immoral practiſes ? 
A woman that entertains common and avowed 
Pro{ticutes will never be rhought an honeſt wo- 
man, though none could prove her lc]f guilty 
of any baſe act. So that Church that not only en- 
tertains but cherithes tho'e who have {tudicd to 
dilcharge mankind oi all ſenſe of Religion and 
Vertue, can never pals tor a pure Church. 
Nor does. the Doctrine of that Church tend 
wholly to the glory of God as our Saviours 


did; for what greater dilhonour can be done . 


him than to VWorthip him in a way which byn 
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ſelf has ſo often condemned, and never ſince 
allowed, by the repreſentations of Pictures 
and Images? And that inſtead of addrefling 
their Adorations and Prayers to him by his Son, 
have found out a great many other Mediators 
both Angels and Saints and the Bleſſed Virgin ? 
Surely this is highly to the diſhonour of God, 
when the Souls of people are turned off from 
their Faith, and dependence on him and his 
bleſſed Son 1nto a truſting to and calling onCrea- 
tures; and when inſtead of that plain ſ\mple 
and rational Worſhip that is ſutable to the 'Ni- 
vine nature and pleaſing to him, the mimical 
pageantry of a Thouſand little apiſh practiſes 
and an unknown Worthip are brought into 
his Church, 


If we likewiſe conſider and meaſure the Ro- 
man Rel:gion by the ſecond great Topick by 
which our Saviour cleared himſelf; which was 
his appealing to the Scriptures, we will quickly 
find good reaſon to ſuſpect them guilty there, 
ſince they ſtudy nothing more than the ſup- 
prefiins and concealing the Scripture, and by 
all means labour to prove it an incompetent 
rule: to decide Controverſies by ; And yet I am 
ſure, 7. K. will give me no reaſon to prove 
the Scriptures an unproper rule for deciding 
Controverſies, ard that we muſt ſubmit to the 
verdict ard decree of the Church, that might 
not with n.ore {trength been made uſe of by 
the fews againſt our Saviour, And if 1 carry 
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this conſideration as far as it will go, it muſt 
neceſſarily lead me to compare all the Do&rines 
of the Roman Religion with the Scriptures ; 
And as if our Saviours Doctrine had been con- 
trary to the Law of Moſes, there had bzen no 
reaſon to have believed him for all his mighty 
deeds, which in that cafe might juſtly have been 
imputed to evil ſpirits , ſo now ſhould an Angel 
from heaven teach any thing contrary to this 
Doctrine and Goſpel,he mult be anathematized, 
even though he wrought mighty wonders, 
Therefore we are with the Bereans to examine 
all new Do&rines, by their conformity to the 
Scriptures, and till that appear, we are not to 
look on any thing they do as miraculous, And 
thus far, 1 hope, I have faid enough to con- 
vince f. K, that though what he ſays of the 
miraculous propagation of the Roman Rel1- 
Sion were true, it does not from that follow 
that the Religion it ſelf muſt be true, But T 
£0 next to convince him how much he miſtook 

imſelf in his account, when he afferted that 
the Chriſtian and the Roman Religion were 
propagated in the ſame manner, and ſhall firit 
examine his grounds. 


His firſt Branch of the Compariſon is,that as 
the Chriltian Religion contains ſome high 
Mylteries1n it above the reach of humane Rea- 
ſon, ſo does the Roman Religion in holding 
Tranſubſtantiation, He did well ro diſtirguith 
this from the Myſteries of the Chriltzan Reli- 
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gion, for it 1s indeed none of them , nor is it 
above humane Reaſon as he calls it, but con- 
trary to it and not at all to be comparcd to the 
Myſteries of Chriltian Religion, as the Trinity, 
the Incarnation and the Returrection. The laſt 
of theſe contains nothing in it that may not 
be Rationally enough conceived as very pollible 
and eaſy to Divine Omniporence , for the other 
Myſteries that concern God, it is no wonder 
thoſe be above our underſtandings, ſince the 
divine Nature 1s fo valtly exalted above all our 
depreſſed Notions of things, ard theretore is 
not a proper object for our Faculties. So no 
wonder we carnot frame ſuch clear conceptions 
of his Nature, as to give a diltin& account of 
it to our Reaſons, But a material obje& pro- 
poled to our ſenſes, is proportioned to our 
Faculties, And therefore we mult either be- 
lieve the clear evidence our Faculties give us 
oO! the Bread and of the Wine, after the Con- 
ſecration, or turn Scepticks for ever, fince full 
evidence to our Faculties is all can poſlibly be 
oft-red for our conviction , and if that in any 
caſe fail, iris inno caſe certain, So that if our 
Sen{es tail in this, we have no reaſon to receive 
any thing uj on their Teſtimony, for a noted 
Liar in one thing 15s to be believed mn nothing, 
even though his lie had been dilcovered by a 
divine Revelation. Now if we weaken the 
ev.d-rce of Serle, all the authority of the Chri- 
ſtian Relip on which it received trom the Mira- 


cles vill be weakned, tor theſe were only known 
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by the Senſes of the ſpectators. Ando far of 
the firit branch of the parallel. 


The Second branch of the parallel 1s, that as 
the Chriſtian Religion enjoyns diverſe ſeveri- 
ties, to embrace Croſſes, to Love our ene- 
mies, and to Mortifie our paſlions , foallo the 
Roman teaches very hard precepts and Coun- 
ſels,as Vows, Faſts, Confeſſion, prohibition tor 
Prieſts to Marry, to which f. K. adds an &c. 
The Chriſtian Religion does indeed com- 
mand diverſe duties contrary to our natural 
appetites, but thoſe are things of themlelves 
Morally good and ſuch as do highly pertect our 
Natures : But the Roman Religion has made 
a ſhift to find means for voiding all theſe $4- 
cred obligations, and to ſet a great many little 
tritling performances inſtead of them which 
have no tendency to the purifying of our Na- 
rures or the bettering of Mankind, How much 
they have detracted trom the obligation to all 
the ſeverer, and unalterably Moral Duties of 
Chriſtianity hath been already ( and ſhall be 
more fully ) laid open, if it be called for, 
though that be needleſs, it being fo clearly 
done by many better Pens , but for thole they 
have ſubſtituted in their room, Jet us a little 
conſider theſe f. XK, mentions, ard to begin 
with Vows. 


We do not deny that the firit deſign 01 Mo- 
raſteries in the primitive Church was excclerr, 
but 
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but it quickly began to degenerate into idleneſs 
and ſuperſtition, which S. ferome though in- 
clined enough to the ſeverities of that courſe 
of Life, hath fully told us, But how they did 
afterwards (ink into all the Corruptions imapi- 
nable, all Hiſtories inform us. And whatever 
may be ſaid tor ſuch Houſes, as either Semi- 
naries for the Church, or Sanctuaries for thoſe 
that are no more able to labour in it , yet cer- 
tainly the entanglements of Vows 1s a yoke 
which none can be aſſured he ſhall be able to 
bear. We ought ro Vow and pay our Vows 
unto God, and therefore ſhould be ſure to Vow 
nothing but that whereof the execution is in 
our power. Now when we Vow to ſerve God, 
which we do in the Sacraments, we are aſſured 
of the aid of the Divine Grace to aſſiſt us in 
the performance. But to Vow things which 
we are not ſure to perform, our tempers being 
ſo liable ro Change, that what agrees with 
them art one time, becomes an intolerable bur- 
den and ſnare at another, 1s certainly to caſt 
our ſelves headlong into many temprations, 
And what unnatural and brutal Juſts have 
abourded in theſe Houſes, we read a great 
deal more than I am willing to repeat. What a 
cheat i5 the pretenceto poverty in thole Orders 
which have £or ſuch valt Riches that they are 
beco:nr the envy of the world, as the Bene- 
Aitti,;c, the C.mtmmuyſtans, and the feſuits? And 
for inc beoving Orders, 1t 15 both againt the 
ruſe G5 Ciiritian Retigion and all good 
Govern» 
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Government to aKow, much more to ercou- 
rage ſuch ſwarms of idle fellows, who ſhall 
always go rambling and beg- | 

ging about, and do not work 1 Theſſ.2.11, 
that they may eat. And for 2 Theſ/.3.10. 
their obedience what a rack it 

may be under a Tyrannical Superiour, arid what 
an engine it may prove for S:dition and diftur- 
bance, I leave toall to judge. 


Ina word, all ſuch ſeveritics as tend to the 
ſubduing our luſts and paſſions are good and 
ſurable to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity ; bur for 
overcharging men with new burdens ( which 
ſignifie nothing but to create a perpetual crou- 
ble and conſtant ſcrupulolity ) is to abridge 
them of their Chriſtian liberty without cauſe, 
and tends to {well them up with pride, and a 
lofty opinion of their meriting by ſuch praci- 
ſes and a contempt of others, who though they 
bear none of thele voluntary aſſumed burdens, 
yet are more meek, more humble, and more 
charitable, and in all things more conformable 
to the life and dorine of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
And if voluntary ſeverities be a character of a 
true Religion, the Prieſts of Baz, the wor- 
ſhippers of Diana Tavnrici, the [Ebiontes, 
the Aontaziſts, the Excratites, ard many 
other hereſtes might. have put in a tair claim 
{ince they abounded in them 
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From your Vows I goto your Faſts, God 
forbid we ſhould diſclaim Faſting which our $a- 
viour did ſo much recommend, both by his ex- 
ample and Commands ; we acknowledge it a 
powerful mean, both for mortifying all bodily 
luſts,and for diſpoſing the mind to prayer,and all 
Other ſpiritual exerciſes ; and therefore we do 
not allow theſe to the Roman Church as pecu- 
liar to them. And I do not believe any of 
them will juſtife the corruptions they are pal- 
pably guilty of in the obſervance of their Faſts, 
which are generally only a change of diet, 
wherein no ſeverity nor {tri&neſs 15s to be ſeen, 
Wine 15 liberally drunk, the moſt delicate 
Fiſhes with the moſt exquiſite way of drefling 
them are ſought for, and no other mixtures of 
higher Devotion appear on thele weekly or 
annual returns. 


For Conteſſion, T know no Chriſtians thar 
deny the uſcfulneſs of it ; bur the ſetting up 
the neceflity of Auricular Confeſſion, as it hath 
driven out oi their Church the primitive and 
publ.ck Corfcilion with all the ancient diſci- 
pline which was indeed the great glory of thoſe 
Apes, and the chiet preſervative of Piery, and 
g00d manners ; fo, as they have it among them, 
it hath bcen one of the preateſt engines of Hell 
for driving out of the mirds of men all ſenſe 
of the duties of a holy and good life, 1 do 
not deny but ſome Pricits among them make 
g90d 
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good uſe of it, but thoſe being very few, it 
does give but a ſmall allay to the groſs corrupti- 
ors which even many grave and pious Wri- 
ters of their own Commun:on complain of 
and condemn, Shall I here mention the giving 
Abſolution, and admitting to the Sacramenr 
upon Confeſſion before any part of the Pe- 
nance be pertormed, the trifling Penances are 
often enjoyned, the taking Cont-ſjions trom 
perſons unknown, the recciving it when it 1s 
apparent they are only reciting their fins with- 
out any Compunction ? And tor Contrition 
they contels it 1s not neceſſary. Now the genera- 
lity of that Church bcing periwaded that if they 
Confeſs with a little Attrition, and be Ablolyed 
and receive the Sacrament, th.y itand clear and 
innocent in the preſerce of God, whatever 
their former life have been, or their pretent 
temper may be; Is not here a very ſure way 
ro defeat the whole defisn of Religion and 
Holineſs, when men are taught lo caite a way 
of getting into the tavour of God without re- 
penting of and forlaking th-1r {11+ And thus 
it appears that in the Roman Church Co tf flion 
i5 no ſeverity, but athing very grateiul to Hleth 


and blood. 


The la{t particular f. XX. inſtarces, 1s the 
prohibition of Prieſts to Marry, Truly it to 
reckon that impure, which the holy Spirit of 
God hath declared honourable 1n all wichour 
exception, be a great ſublimity, they may wel! 
glory 
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glory init. Our Saviour recommended Cel 
ate only to thoſe who were able to receive it , 
but the Roman Church will force all in Orders 
to receive it whether they can or not. And 
though S. Pax! makes it one of the Charafers 
of a perſon fit to be a Biſhop, that he has been 
married and educated his children well ( which 
T ſhall not ſtretch ſo far as either the Greek or 
the Rafſias Churches do now ) and does not 
at all command him to abandon her, and has 
elſewhere condemned that in al! perſons with- 
out exception, except it be for a 

1 Cor,7, time in oraer te faſting and prayer, 
4, 5- and conform to this the primitive 

Church did not require the Clergy 

to abandon their wives, but on the contrary 
did condemn fuch az did: yet the RomanChurch 
has molt ryrannically impoſed this on all the 
Clergy. And although we read thac God will 
judge Whoremongers and Adulterers, but no 
where that he will judge the Married; yet 
they have bcen very gentle to thele crying ſcan- 
dals which continue to this day, and have al- 
lowed the Concubinate when they condemned 
the Marriage of the Clergy. By which they 
ſhew they preter the Traditions of men to the 
Command of God. And thus far I have cx- 
amined this Branch of the parallel 7. K. makes 
between the Roman and the Chriſtian Religion, 
wherein I have been longer than I intended, 
but as ſhort as the particulars he named did 
allow, When he brings the reſt of his &c. I 
_ _ doubt 
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doubt not it ſhall appear they are a ſequel of 
ſuch things which the ſame or the like conſide- 
rations will clear. 


But I muſt follow his next ſtep, that the Ro- 
man Religion hath been propagated over a 
great part of the world without the help of 
Arms or humane enticements, bv {trangers who 
converted many from Paganiſm ( thar allowed 
liberty ) to their Religion, that reaches Seye- 
rities and Mortification, : 


 Toall which I reply, That ſince the Roman 
Church is {till Chriſtian, I deny not but God 
may bleſs the honeſt endeavours of a great ma- 
ny of that Communion, ſo that their labours 
may have prear ſucceſs on Infidels in cenver- 
ting them to Chriſtianity ; herein God bleſling 
them as he did the Hebrew Midwives whole 
charitable tender hearts God rewarded, build- 
ing them Houſes, paſling over their lie. But 
?. K. muſt not inſiſt on this as a good Argu- 
ment, otherways he will be driven imo great 
abſurdities. 


Did not the Arrians by UVlphilar his means 
who wasa ({tranger to the Goths ( that were 
barbarous cruel and yet valtly numerous people) 
convert them both ro Chriſtianity and Arria- 
niſm at once ? From whence we find the whole 
Roman Empire very ſoon overrun by Arria- 
tuſm upon the Incurſion of the Goths, r—_ 
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and Lowgobards. Philoſtorgiza does allo inform 
us that T heophilees an Arrian converted the [n- 
dians to the Chriſtian Faith, Did not the 
Greek Church when it was broke from the 
Roman, convert many Nations, the Blpars, 
the Muſcevites and many other northern King- 
doms ? 


In fine, what will f. K. anſwer according to 
his own Argument to the great progreſs of the 
Do&rine of Lnther and Zminplizs, who not- 
withſtznding all the oppoſition they mer, and 
all the perlecutions their tollowers ſuffered, 
yet did{o ſtrangely propagate their Doctrine, 
that before half an Age went abour, the greater 
half of the Roman Church fell oft from the 
Obedience of that See, to their Doctrine which 
holds all the Mylteries of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and there was no need of more, and inſtead of 
all the Juglings the Roman Prieits had brought 
in, teaching men aneaſie way to Heaven, did 
preach all the ſeverities of a holy Life which 
our Saviour and his Apoltles taught ? And as 
they taught a ſeverer courſe of Life tro all 
Chriſtians ( 1 do not ſpeak of the particular 
ſeverities of ſome Orders inthe Roman Church, 
but what muſt be the neceſſary conditions upon 
which all may hope for Salvation ) to they ad- 
vanced this without Arms, and under great 
Perſecutions, And here f. K. muſt think how 
he will anſwer his own Dilemma, That cither 
this was done with Miracles, or without them : 

if 
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if with them, the Docrine muſt be true that 
was confirmed by Miracles; if without them, 
that propagation was a great Miracle : ard 
thus f. K. will find it hard to avoid the dint 
of his own Argument, 


Beſides when f. K. ſpeaks of the propaga- 
tion of the Roman Religion, he mult not prove 
that from the propagation of Chriftianity by 
perſons of that Religion, though the ſame In- 
{truments might at the ſame time have engaged 
their ncw Converts to the particular conceits 
of that Church, For ( as it was obſerved be- 
fore ) God blefling the ſincerity of their La- 
bours ſo that they made Converts to the Chri- 
ſtan DoQrine, that has ſo much to be ſaid for 
it that jt is a wonder all the world did not re- 
ceive it, jt was not {trange if thoſe ſo conver- 
red ſeeing the foundation of the Divine Miſſion 
of feſus Chriſt tobe true, did either in humble 
gratitude to their charitable Inſtructors pay 
them all the returns of acknowledgment and 
Obedience, or being ignorant of that Doctrine 
which was wholly new to them, did eaſily re- 
ceive and imbibe any particular Opinions they 
might infuſe in them,and ſo at the ſame time be- 
came Votaries to Chr:ift and to Rome. 


But if ?. K. will deal fairly and atisfyingly, 
he muſt ſhew us how their Religion, as it 1s 
diſtin&t from the commonly reccived truths ot 
Chriltianity, was fo miraculoully propagated, 
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and that in the points which we chiefly chal. 
lenge, as the Supremacy of the Biſhop of Rome, 
with his beins the Univerſal Biſhop of the 
Church, the torbidding the uſe of the Scripture 
to the Laicks, and the Worſhip in an unknown 
tongue, the uſe of Images in the Worſhip of 
God, the Invocating of Saints and Angels, the 
belief of Tranſubſtantiation, the Sacrifice of 
the Maſs and the taking the Chalice from the 
people, the belief of Purgatory, the Treaſure 
of the Church and Indulgences, with a long 
Cc. f. K, knows well that many have — 
very particular and full Hiſtories of the riſe and 
progreſs of theſe abuſes with which we charge 
th: Roman Church, and for which ſhe having 
obſtinately refuſed to reform them, on the 
contrary binding them on the Conlciences of all 
with new and heavier Anathema's, we have ſe- 
parated onr ſelves from her Communion. Thar 
thoſe are not inthe Scripture it 1s plain enough, 
and we will not decline a tryal upon all hazards 
by the verdict of the firſt four Apes. 


It is true, in the fifth Century the Incurſion 
of the Geths and Vandals did very much change 
the face of things, and bring on a black night of 
ignorance on the greater part of Chriſtendom, 
which made way for groſs Superſtition, and 
th: bold pretences of the Biſhops of Rome : 
And f. K, is very much out in his accounts, 
that ſays the propagation of the Roman Reli- 
gion was without Arms, Was not that deareſt 
part 
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part of it, the authority of the Popes, the oc- 
caſion of many long and bloody wars in Ger- 
many and Italy ? And for their converſion of 
Hereticks, the third Decree of the Council of 
Lateran, and the praiſes of the Inquiſitions 
were the ſureſt means of effeRuating it. And 
what humane enticements were wanting to 
draw men into their Religion? The cheriſh- 
ing of ſuch Kings as were firm to them, and 
the making over to them the Rights of their 
Neighbouring Princes, were pretty enticing 
bats, Whneſs their getting Pipin into the 
Throne of Fraxce, their jnviting him and his 
Son tq the Conqueſt of the Lombards, with ma- 
ny other Inſtances. And was there ever found 
out ſuch an enticement for men of carnal rem- 
pers, who yet retained ſome belief of Religion, 
as the power of pardoning, indulging and ex- 
changing of penances ? So that this whole ac- 
count of 7. X's fails him when put to the iſſue 
of a ſevere tryal, though it looked pretty 
ſmooth and fair to an overly conſiderer, But 
inend I will add a few conſiderations of the 
methods of the firſt propagation of Chriſti- 
anity, and from theſe it will appear how diffe- 
rent thoſe were from any thing the Roman 
Church can pretend to, 


Firſt, the Propagators of Chriitianity went 
witneſting the truth of what was __ ſeen 
and known withour any other deſign of their 
own, cither ro engroſs power or riches. Now 
E 3 . whe- 
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whether this be the method ' of the Roman 
Church I refer it even to their own Hiſtories, 
if their great care hath not always been to get 
Ambaſſadors ſent tro Rome with the offer of 
their obedience and great ſubmiſſions, of which 
nothing appears in the firſt converſion of the 
world to Chriſtianity. 


Secondly, the firſt Converters of the world 
ſtudied to draw Mankind to a great acknow- 
ledgement ot the ineſtimable Bleſſings we re- 
ceived by 7eſw Chriſt, and to the making 
ſurtable returns by addreſſing our ſelves to the 
Father by him and living according to his 
Goſpel. Now the greatelt care of moſt of 
the Apoſtles of the Roman Church was to pro- 
pagate the worſhip of Creatures, to give Pa- 
trons to whole Nations, and teach them tv build 
Churches ro thoſe, and above all to the bleſſed 
Virgin, of which no footſteps appear 1n the 
firſt Converſion to Chriſtianity : And inltead 
of the {triCtneſs of a holy life and an humble cha- 
ritable temper,they have ſet up a vaſt multitude 
ot little oblervances, which may be received, 
ard yer the life of ſin remain {till ſtrons and 
11 vigour. 


Thirdly, the firſt Propagators of Chriſtia- 
nity ſtudied by all poſlible means to wean 
r2opke from all kind of Idolatry, and to make 
tle n ſerve the living God, and worſhip him 
an Spirit and in Truth, Now. how far the 
| Roman 
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Roman Church hath declined from this is ap- 
parent, ard that they have ſtndied rather to 
change than overthrow their Ido atry, givirg 
them little Pictures, Medals and Ag Dei s 
and Reliques for their worthip. 


Fourthly, thoſe that laboured firit to con- 
vert the world to the Chriitian Religion {tudi- 
ed to make all underitand what they taught 
them, gave them the Scriptures in their own 
tongue, and forms of Worlhip which they un- 
der{tvod and could well make uſe of : Bur the 
Emiſſaries of Reme deny their Converts theſe 
helps, and ſo would hood them into a blind re- 
ceiving of all they ſhall propoſe to them, and 
keep them ſtill under their Authority, and fo 
tcach them Prayers in a tongue they do not un- 
deritand, 


Fifthly, thoſe that firſt converted the world 
did by many Miracles wrought in the ſight of 
4ll convince and convert them to the Faith, and 
theſe Miracles were grave uſeful actions, as the 
curing of diſeaſes, the caſting out of devils, 
the procuring them good ſeaſons and other 
temporal bleilings, and all this was done in the 
name and to the honour of Jeſus Chriſt, But 
the Roman Agents wanting theſe real Miracles 
have betaken themſelves to the ſhameful for- 
geries of {trange Viſions and Apparitions, and 
of ridiculous Miracles, with fo valta ſuperfeta- 
tion of them, that few even of their own Com- 
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munion can read theſe Legends of their grand 
Apoſtles * ithout a juſt diſdain at ſuch pa]- 
p: *mpoſtures, 


.xthly, the firſt propagation of Chriſtianity 
was when there was no Secular power to ſup- 
port it or thoſe who laboured 1n it, ſo that 
they expoſed themſelves to all the dangers of 
hurger and cold, oi icornand reproach , being 
aſſured of no ſupply nor aſliltance from men : 
and yet God appeared io .xtraordinarily with 
them, that their ſucceſs was plainly the work 
of Heaven. But the Biſhops of Rowe be- 
coming great Princes, ſent out Agents to make 
new Conqueſts well furniſhed and powerfully 
ſupported, ſo that they went like Ambaſſadors 
from one Prince to another to treat an Alliance, 
wherein there was little hazard and great hope 
of ſucceſs by the advantageous terms were offer- 
ed on both ſides. And therefore after Charles the 
great had conquered Germany, and was become 
a terror to the Northern Kings, the Biſhops of 
Reme lent their Agents to labour in their Con- 
verſion, which was an eaſie matter and had np 
difficulty in it, 


And Seventhly, the firſt Converſiqn of the 
world jo Chriſtianity was ſignally the finger 
of (God, fince though it met with the greateſt 
Oppoſition frgm the Secular powers and was 

erſecuted every where and for many Apes, yet 
z3 prevailed: ang though the firſt Converts 
were 
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were poor mechanical and ſimple perſons, yet 
Sreat wiſdom and conſtancy appeared in them, 
ro the amazement of the Philoſophers and other 
perſons of Eminence and Authority. But this 
hath not been the method of the Raman Con- 
verſions which begunin a kind of Alliance with 
the Prince, who Ti convinced of his ad- 
vantage in the Change did upon that oblige 
his ſubjects to it, not withour ſevercly puniſh- 
ing ſometimes ſuch as refuſed it, 1o far were 
they from being perſecuted for it. If any one 
were by a fury or tumulr killed, that does nox 
alter the caſe nor make it a perſecution. 


And thus it is apparent that for all the noiſe 
the Roman Church makes of their Conver- 
ſions, they have managed them in a method 
very difterent from the way of the primitive 
Chriſtians. How baſely and barbaroully it 
hath been carried on in the Weſt Jxdies the 
Biſhop of Gaatimaja did inform the world ; 
and the Biſhop of Argelopol;s did within theſe 
few years inform the Pope how wretchedly 
the Jeſuits continue to manage it to this day. 
And though we have little reaſon to believe 
the accounts given us from the Jn4ves, lince 
we ſee thoſe who publiſh them are guilty of 
ſuch Impoſtures in things nearer us and eaſily 
diſcqvered, that we have no reaſon to cr<dit 
them 1n things ag ſo great a diſtance where the 
forgeries of their account cannot be found out ; 
yet even from tirele a great many ot the obler- 
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vations made upon the methods of the Emiſſa- 
rics of the Roman Church may be proved. 


But as for A#ſti» the Monk f. K. cannot 
ſure be ſo ignorant as to think we owe our 
Converſionto him, for whatever truth may 


be in the tory of Glaftenbury, it is unndoubred. 


we received the Faith at fartheſt in the ſecond 
Ceritury; and that it did overrun our Iſland 
farther than the Roman Conqueſt Tertullia 
witneſſes, The Rites of our oblerving Eaſter 
do alſo prove we had not the Chriitian Faith 
by any ſent from Rome ,, ſo that long before 
the time of Azſtin the Monk this {land was 
converted, And that famed ſtory of the Monks 
of Barger 3s it proves what footing Chriſtianj- 
ty had then, ſo. it ſhews how proud and inſo- 
lently cruel that pretended Apoſtle was. And 
it 13 apparent he was a man of an Ambitious 
r:mper, his great deſign on thoſe of Banger 
being to engage them to a ſubjection to the 
Pope and to comply with their Rites 1n the 
obſervation of Faſter, Bur if what is delivered by 
ancient Hiſtorians of his ſetting on the King of 
the North:mberlands to deſtroy theſe Monks 
he true,he 15 t6 be looked on as an Emifſary of 
Hell rather than an Apoltle of Chrilt, Beſides, 
the King of Kent to whom he came was ſo fa- 
vourable ro the Chriitian Faith, rhat as he had 
marricd a Chriſtian Queen, fo he allowed the 
Chriſtians a Church near (Canterbury. And ſo 
12 1s no worder if a Prince lo prepared was 
{ugn 
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ſoon prevailed on, But Axſtias firſt coming 
to him with all that pomp of Croſles carried 
before him, has nothing primitive in it, and 
the fabulous Legends of the Monks are little to 
be credited. 


Thus far I have examined f, K's proofs for 
the truth of the Roman Religion; and I 
doubt not upon a ſober review of what hath 
been ſaid, he himſelf will acknowledge he mult 
ſee for other and better Arguments, before he 
can oblige any to believe the Roman Religion 
to be the true Catholick and Apoltolical Rel1- 
gion, 


"TW 
CHAP VI. 


It 7s conſidered if J. K. proves con- 
wvincingly that every thing the Roman 


Church teaches as an Article of 
Faith, muſt be true. 


K, advances to his laſt attempt which is 

_ the finiſhing of the whole contrivance to 
perſwade the belief of every thing the 
Roman Church delivers as an Article of Faith ; 
for if that Religion be a true Religion, then it 
z free from all fundamental errors, and dees erre 
againſt no fundamental point of Religion : and if 
that be acknon leaped. then it does net erre againſt 
thes point that Gel zs not the Author of any error 
er Corruption whatſoever, that being unqueſti- 
onably a fundamental point. Now if the Reman 
Religion does not errre againſt this, it does not 
_ that God ts the Author of an) error or cor- 
ruption; and if it do not that, then 1t teaches 
nothing as an Article of Faith which is either 
error or corruption : for whatever it teaches as 
an Article of Faith, is teaches as that which 
hath been delivered by God, Thu then may be 
applied to every particular Article of Faith 
which the Roman (hnrch teaceth , for if that 
be either error or corruption, it teaching Goa ts 
be the Anthor of it, makgs him 15 be the Author 
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of error or Corruption, which us toerre againſt 


a fundamental point, and by conſequence that Re- 
ligien ſhall be no true Religion, 


If by true Religion 7. K. underſtands a Re- 
Iigion that has no mixture of error or corrupti- 
on in it, then it is needleſs to prove that if the 
Roman Relipion be true it hathneither error 
or corruption in it ; for the proving at a true 
Religion muſt carry the Other along with it, 
But it by true Religion be: only meant a Rehi- 
Sion that holds all the funclamentals of Chriſti- 
anity, ſo that Salvation may be had in its Com- 
munion ; then it is a moſt wretched Inference 
that it muſt be true inall its:definitions of Faith. 
And to confute this I ſhall for once turn the 
Tables on f. K. and becorne an Advocate for 
the Roman Church, to ſhe w they may be ſtill 
a true Church and a true Religion, though 
they have a large mixture Of errors and .cor- 
ruptions, And this I do net ſo much out of 
love to them, but from ag eneral principle of 
charity to overthrow this u nmerciful Opinion 
that damns all men, as errj ng fundamentally, 
tor believing any error in a I natter of Faith. 


And Jet me firlt ask f, X'. whether he takes 
the Church of Corinth to ha ve had a true Re- 
ligion when S. Paul wrote tC» it ? This ſure he 
cannot deny if he read but S. Paals firſt falu- 
tation; and yet in that C] wrch there were 


various parties, ſcine for Cephas, ſome for 
Apollo, 


(59) 
Apollo, ſome for Paul and ſome for Chriſt, and 
great d. ference of opinion there was whether 
loſes Law did oblige or not. Now theſe 
queltions concerning Circumciſion and the Law 
were matters of Fauth, and in all contradictory 
Opinions one mult be true, another falſe , thole 
therefore that were of the falſe-ſide muſt by 
7. K's doctrine be all irrecoverably loſt, as 

ing in a fundamental error, for each {ide be- 
lieved his Opinion was of God. Bur S. Pax/ 
taught another doatrine, that wholo builds on 
the foundation Jeſus Chrilt, ſhall be ſaved, 
though he build upon it wood, hay and ſtubble, 
And the diſtinction he there makes between 
thole who build Gold, Silver and precious 
ſtones, and wood, hay and ſtubble, can only 
relate to ſound and unſound Doctors, the one 
building good and uſeful Superſtructures upon 
the foundation, the other teaching tritling 
Doctrines that will not bear the Tryal , and yer 
that both may be ſaved, is a plain demonltra- 
tion againlt f, K, 


The ſame Apoſtle alſo tells us that neither 
Circumciſion nor uncircumcifion availed any 
thing, and that in the new Creature there was 
neither Circumcilion nor uncircumcition but 
Chriſt was all in all, and that one God did both 
juitifie the Circumciſion by Faith and the un- 
circumcilion through Faith; from all which 
it is evident that thoſe or the Circun.cition 
might be ſaved, and by conlequence that their 
Relt- 
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Religion was a true Religion, and yet that their 
doctrine of Circumciſion was an error, can 
be diſputed by none who read the Epiſtles of 
S. Paul, And it is no leſs clear that they hetd 
it an Article of Faith delivered to Abrahams by 
God. So here it is plain that S. Pas/ in one 
breath buth condemns this Opinion as erro- 
neous, and yet allows Salvation to ſuch as be- 
lieved it, With how many errors doth S, Fohr 
charge ſome of the feven Churches? yet they 
were itil] the Churches of Chriſt. 


The Church in tke ſecond Century did fgene- 
rally believe the Millennium as a thing revealed 
by God, which the Roman Church now calls 
an error ; yet I hope f. K. will not condemn 
that Church as holding a falle Religion. The 
African Churches held it neceſſary for Infants 
to receive the Euchariſt, from theſe words, 
Except you eat the fleſh and drink. the blood of 
the Son of man, you have no life in you, and this 
was approved by P. Innocernt,and was continued 
many Ages in the Roman Church, as appears 
from the Ordo Remanx:,and yet that Church has 
declared thar not to be neceſſary, by which the 
Opinion the former Ages had of its neceſſity 1$ 
declared anerror : Butit were a ſtrange thing 
from that to condemn theſe as holding a falſe 
Religion. The Franciſcans, and Dominicans 
had hot contelts about the Immaculate Con- 
ception of the Bleſſed Virgin, and both pre- 
rend:d Divice authority and _— 
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that one of thoſe muſt have held an error, The 
Dominicans and Fayſeniſts believe Predeſtina- 
tion and Grace efficacious of it ſelf, this the 
Acliniſts deny; both vouch Scriptures and 
the definitions of the Church. The Caronifts 
Courtiers of Rome and eſnirs have alerted 
the Popes Infallibility from Scripture and 
Councils, the Sorbon hath always rejected this, 
Now of all theſe different Opinions the one 
muſt be crue and the other falſe, fince they ſtand 
in the terms of a contradiction; and they have 
all vouched God and Scriptures for them :; 
therefore thoſe who hold the talſe 11de of the 
contradiRion according to f. K's reaioning 
muſt be of a falſe Religion ; which I believe 
when he conſiders more maturely, he will hid 
he miſtook his meaſures in this, 


And in fine, his Argument will alſo hold as 
ſtrong to prove that every Individual of a true 
Religion mult be exempt from all errors in 
every Opinion whereof he takes God to be 
the Author ; For f. K's Argument will be as 
{trong for every thing whereof God is be- 
lieved the Author, as for Articles of Faith, 
$0 chat every miſtaken ſenſe of Scripture will 
turn one to be of a falſe Religion, ſince every 
miſtaken expoſition is an error; and yet that 
being thought the meaning of the place,God is 
believed the author of that meaning, and by 
?. K's conſequence of the error it lelf, From 
all which I may ( I hope even by f. X's leave ) 
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infer the neccſſary diſtin&ion between things 
that are believed to be errors, and thoſe that 
are believed to be Truths, For the former, to 
vouch God the Author of what we know to be 
an error and corruption, is cerrainly ſo crimi- 
nal that none of the true Religion can be guilt 

of it. But there be many things which (thoug 

errors, yet ) any one may very innocently 
miſtake for truths. I do not ſay the miſtake 
does quite excuſe the error , if the error be 
fundamental] the miſtake muſt be ſo too ; Bur 
if the error be in a leſſer matter, it 15a leſſer 
error; ard it will never be made out, Thar, 
if one apprehending an Opinion true, embrace 
;t, as come from God, and as an Article of 
Faith, if he is miſtaken, tn that he {trikes at 
the divine veracity : for among men,who thinks 
that any wronged his veracity if another 
miſtook his meaning,and underſtood his words 
in a different ſenſe from what he intended 
and expreſſed? Certainly he who ſo miſtakes, 
after the true meaning is cleared, cannot be 
underitood to have faltned any reproach upon 
the Candor of him whoſe words he miſtook, 
all the blame being to be caſt only on his want 
of right underſtanding. This were indeed 2a 
hard caſe 1f all our miltakings of divine Reve- 
fations did infer a charging God with error or 
corruption. But the thing is ſo clear that Iam 
afratd I have ſpent too many words abour it, 
and this Argument of 7. K's cannot but upon 
frit reading appear to all that are accuttomed 
[0 
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t6 weigh and examine truth; to be a piece of 
trude ill digeſted and ill palliated Sophiltry, 


Thus far have I followed 7, X, through thoſe 
ſix points he imagines he has demonſtrated, 
and have ſhewed how true the firk four were, 
but how little reaſon there was to account them 
ſach for any thing he ſaid for their proof, and 
how falſe the other rwo are. And I ſuppoſe he 
will acknowledge that if what is already ſer 
down hold true and be founded on good reaſon, 
I need not follow him through the reſt of his 
Book, ir being only a direction to his gentle 
courteous Reader how to manage this merhod 
of arguing ſo as to convince all perſons that 
diſſent from the true Religion, which he thinks 
is a Mathematical and ſure way of proceeding, 
and ſuch as no man can decline or avoid, and 
in end muſt be either convinced by it, or be 
forced to confeſs himſelf no better than an Aſs 
or ablock,which concludes him a mad man.T will 
not follow this with a railery that is as obvious 
as ſevere , but I love not to mix matters of 
ſport with ſuch ſerious purpoſes : therefore I 
follow 7. K, no more through the reſt of his 
Book. | 


But come next to conſider the great ſupport 
of that cauſe which he manages both in his 
Preface and through the reſt of his Book, that 
there can be no certainty neither about the 
true books of Scripture, the Decrees of Coun- 
F 2 cils 
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cils or writings of Fathers, without there be 
a true Church and Religion agreed on, which 
ſhall both declare to us what Books are true 
and what not, and ſhall deliver their true mean- 
ing tO us: otherwiſe endleſs confuſions muſt 
follow, which plainly appears in the many di- 
viſions of the Proteſtants and the uncertain- 
ties they are in about all Controverted points, 
From which the n«ceſlity of a true Church ap- 
pears, as much as in a well ordered State there 
is not only a neceſſity of clear and good Laws, 
but of Judges to expound them, 


CHAP. 
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(65) 
CHAP. VII. 


Of the ſuppeſed Inconveniencies J. K. ima- 
gines in the want of airue Church to 
Fwuage Infallibly, and of the right me- 
thoas of finding Truth, 


Here is nothing about which thoſe of the 
Roman Church make more noiſe than 
the neceſſity of an Infallible Judge, and 

of the = and viſible inconveniencies that 
appear from the want of it in thoſe Churches 
that have departed from the Roman Commu- 
nion, I have not long ago propoſed a great 
many Queries to one of f. K's brethren, in 
which I have ſet before him, the many difficul- 
ties they muſt needs be involved inby cleari 
who this Infallible Judge muſt be, and I ſha 
here repeat nothing of what I ſajd then, bat 
thall go on to ſhew upon what clear and cer- 
tain grounds we may reſt our perſwaſions about 
Articles of Faith and divine Truths. 


All Arts and Sciences muſt be acquired by 
ſome rules and methods by which a progreſs 
may be made from plainer things to thoſe 
that are more 1nvolved and difficult; and it 
any would deſire to underſtand any Theorem oc 
Problem in ns oa beginning o 
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the-Elements and advancing by Exclid or ſome 
other ſuch methods, he laboprs in vain: So 
alſo if any would withour more ado ſtudy to 
know a ſecret in Chymiſtry having neither 
Jearned ro know the terms of Art nor the courſe 
of. a proceſs, he ſhall not be the wiſer though 
one deliver, hm their beſt ſecrets. In like 
manner if a man will enter into the knowledge 
of Divine truth without any of thoſe prepara- 
tions which are neceſſary, he is in a wron 
way ; and the further he engages, he is the 
more out of the way; nor can he be ever in 
the right way till he beginafreſh. 


It may juſtly ſeem ſtrange that Chriftian 
Religion was ſo plain a thing when the Apoſtles 
firſt delivered it , that mean fimple people, 
poor women, and an illiterate company ſhould 
have underfiood it, and that it ſubdued a great 
part of the Roman Empire, before men of 
great Learning were Converted to the belief of 
it : and all the knowledge Age had of it 
was by the Sermons and Epiſttes of rhe ho! 
Araſtles which remain tg this day. And hook 
at this diſtance from thar time, we may have 
laſt the true meaning of ſome phraſes, and we 
have not ſo particular a Hiſtory of the ſtate of 
the firſt Churches as might help us to under- 
ſtand many paſſages that ſeem very dark to us : 
yet for the main of thoſe Books they ſeem = 
eaſie and plain, We have alſo till ſo perfe 
x knowledge of the Greek tongue as Ry t9 

under- 
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underſtand them, Burt after all this, Chriſtian 
Religion is now become ſuch a ſtrange kind of 
ſecret, that men with all their Learning and 
Study can fcarce underſtand it. Certainly we 
mult have either changed Religion from whar ir 
was at firſt, ſo that it hath now put on 1 new 
face ; or we are much miſtaken in our me- 
thods of enquiring into it, and examining 
what things are revealed to us by God, 


S. Paul tells us, the Natural man receives 
not the things of God, neither indeed can be for 
they are ſpiritnally diſcerned. From whick it 
appears that a Renovation of the mind from its 
natural mould,and its being transformed into 2 
ſpiritual temper are neceſſary, as well for the 
underſtanding and diſcerning, as the obeying 
the things of God. Now all natural men may 
be divided into three Claſſes; either they are 
ſv immerſed jn ſenſes and ſenfible things, thas 
all their apprehenſions are tin&ured with the 
figures and phantaſms which their ſenſes and 
tmapinations preſent to them, or they riſe a 
ligle above this, þut are ſo governed by the 
heats of nature and paſſion, that either their 
minds are rendred quite incapable of all ſeridus 
thoughts, or ſo diſtorted in them that they do 
not diſcern them truly, Bus the bighelt ele- 
vation of the natura} man is Reaſon, which hath 
a fairer appearance, and if rightly managed 
would certainly advarce him to a ſpiritual tem- 
per : bug being fed only with dry Notions and 
| F 4 trying 
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trying them by a falſe touchſtone, does 
ſtrenghthen our errors, fortife our prejudices 
and ſwell us with pride, and fret us with the 
itch ot an unſatisfiable and uſeleſs curioſity. 


Now it will not be ungrateful, it is hoped, 
to propoſe the great hinderances all theſc ſeve- 
ral Modifications of the Natural man have 
given to the right underſtanding Divine truths, 
and to begin with thoſe of the lowelit form. 


One whoſe mind is immerſed in ſenſe, 
either believes nothing but what his ſenſes pro- 
poſe to him,or ar leaſt tintures all his Notions 
with ſenſible obje&ts. Thus the Atheiſt believes 
no God, becauſe he cannot ſee him , and thoſe 
of the heathens over whom the power of their 
ſenſes was ſtrong, yer not ſuch as to overcome 
the Impreſſions of a Deity left on their” Souls, 
did believe the Sun, Moon and Stars were 
Gods, being both dazled with the brighter 
ſplendor of the day and delighted with the fain- 
ter ſhinings of the night. And finding both the 
pleafant Lightſamneſs, the warm Benignity and 
fruitful} uſefulneſs of their Beams, they did 


adore them as gods, and ſeeing ſtrange effets 


anſwering ſome of their poſitions and aſpects, 
they came to imagine all humane things were 

overncd by them, and ſo framed an entire 

heory (1f ſoill grounded a thing can deſerve 
that name ) of aſtro/ogy. Others much taken 
With the greapneſs and glory of þrave Comman- 
| ders 


—— SS wa & oy gar Ut} 


LF We wW5 Yyh3F @® 


(69) 


ders and Princes, and having ſome Notion of 
the Souls Immortality on their minds, did 
think that after their death they governed this 
inferiour world; and to thoſe Heroes they 
aſſigned Stars to dwell in, and thoſe gods they 
repreſented either by ſome- Symbols, the chief 
whereof was Fire, or by ſome Statues, Pillars 
or other pieces of Sculpture, which at leaſt 
repreſented that Deity to their Senſes, 1f it had 
not ſome ſtrangely Magical and Divine influence 
united or affixed to it. They did allo prog- 
noſticate all future things either by the flight or 
teeding of Birds,or by the inwards of aninals. 


Here then a Religion entirely framed from 
the Conceptions of the Natural man, in its 
loweſt depreflion; and their groſs Notions of 
Religion made them both prejudiced againſt the 
7ews who worlhipped nothing but a Celeſtial 
Deity, and more againſt the Chriſtians whom 
they called Atheiſts becauſe they had none of 
thoſe ſenſible repreſentations or ways of Wor- 
ſhip, but their Faith was plain and {imple. 


But as the Natural man did thus corrupt the 
notices of natural Religion, it did no leſs em- 
baſe the Chriſtian Religion, When many na- 
tural men were cngaged in the profeſſion of it, 
either by Education, Cuſtom or Interelt, who 
loathing its ſimple purity did ſtudy ſoto dreſs it 
up that it might gratifie their natural minds by 
bringing inthe worſhip of deceaſed men, and 


by 
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by worſhipping them by Images, Pidures, 
Reliques, and at leogth making Pictures for 
the Deity it ſelf, and by dreſling up all the 
parts of Religious Worſhip ſo as to amuſe and 
delight the ſenſes, by affeRing an outward gran- 
deur in Proceſſions and other Feſtivals, and in 
the greatneſs of their Prieſts, chiefjy of their 
high Prieſt : all which were viſibly the effects 
of minds deeply engaged in ſenſible things, to 
whom nothing appeared ſacred or ſolemn with. 
out it had been adorned with all the exquiſite 
_— of Artand Induſtry; and judging of 
piety by ſome heats which were raiſcd in the 
fancy by outward objects preſented to it, ſtudi- 
ed to hill all the parts of Worſhip with ſuch 
rites as might make either a glorious ſhew far 
amuſing the worlhippers, or ſome melting ten» 
der impreſlions far cozening them into an opi- 
nion of their being divinely elevated. 


But aſter that by the bleſſed providence of 
God Religion was in many parts of the world 
refined from that drols, yet the ſenſitive part 
of the natural man did not pive over its at- 
temps for embaſing Religion ; many {til} con- 
tinyed to place all their Religion in forms, and 
beſtowed that Zeal which ſhould have gone to 
the advancing true piety, holineſs of life and 
Brotherly Charity,to the adorning and main- 
raining thoſe, Others thought they had pretty 
well cicaped this whole danger, being got into 
an extream very oppolite to ut of vilitying all 
| forms : 
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forms ; but the Natnral man did act in their 
ſenſitive powers thongh in another method : 
for though they had emerged out of the Do- 
minion or Influence of their outward ſenſes in 
matters of Religion, yet their inward ſenſes 
and imaginations, ( which are the rebound of 
ſenſible impreſſions upon the underſtanding ) 
prevailed much on them, Theſe therefore came 
ro think a voluble way of pouring out loft 
words with great heavings of the natura] mind, 
was a mighty thing,and gave themſelves wholly 
to this, 1o that the corceiving and hearing long 
Prayers and Sermons, eſpecially it accompa- 
nied with tenderneſs in the thoughts and preat 
meſtings in the farcy, was thought the higheſt 
feat and elevation of Religion : though ir 
plainly appears to a manof a ſevere and diſ- 
cerning Reaſon, that all chis is but an 1IJuſion 
of the fancy heated by ſome fervours of the 
mind, And yet they upon theſe deceits of their 
fanciful thoughts have —_— themſelves 
from all regular forms of Worſhip, becauſe 
that gratification of new words was neceſlury to 
feed their devotion. 


Another great miſchief of this diſtemper is, 
rhat ſuch perſons judge that as lons as they en- 
J0y thele hears, all is as they would have it 
and this will readily continue as long as they 
are put to do nothing diſplealing to them : ſo 
that whatever they do, be it never ſo contrary 


td the Laws of Religion, yet if with that they 
can 
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can but keep up theſe heats, they judge either 
that what they do, is not at alla ſin, or at moſt 
ſuch a {inas being a branch of neceſſary infir- 
mity, may conſiſt well enough with Grace, 
becauſe it can live with thoſe fervours ;, and 
if any thing quench them, ( which it 15 like 
every thing that diſpleaſes them may do ) then 
they throw it off as carnal, Thus they mea- 
ſure all things by theſe fluRuating and inconſtant 
motions, and as that temper 1s volatile and of 
all others the moſt ſubje& to change , ſo the 
inequalities they are in, are looked on as the 
flowings and ebbings of the divine Spirit , and 
the heats they feel ſometimes being aſcribed 
to the divine Spirit, every thought which drops 
into their minds when under theſe aCtuations 
15 taken for a divine Revelation, and followed 
and given out for ſuch ; and the coldneſs and 
dulneſs which muſt of neceſlity follow theſe 
heats, is thought a withdrawing and deſertion 
of the divine Spirit. Whence tollow ſad me- 
lancholy and perplexing ſcrupuloſities, which 
do often mightily afflict ſome devout but weak 
minds, and bring up an ill report on Religion, 
as if it were ſullen and moroſe, and led men 
into dejection, and perpetual anxiety. And this 
humor as it ſwells up the mind into a mighty 
conceit of its own eminent and exalted piety 
and to a contempt of others, ſo it dottf often 
carry on thoſe who are impoſed on by ir, into 
ſtrange conceits, making them apprehend they 
ace obliged to nothing bur as they are inwardly 
moved 
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movyedtoit. And thus they would ſuperſede 
Reaſon and give themſelves up to their fancies 
under a conceit that they are acted by a divine 
Spirit ; Whereas it 1s but an 1mpulle of ſome 
vapours of the groſſer and more terrene parts 
of the natural man rarified by the heats of the 
Brain, and the fumes of Melancholy into a thin 
and nimble agitation. 


The next power of the Natural man, is in 
his paſſions and appetites, which being ſuited to 
the contexture of his Bloud, Brain and Spirits, 
have a mighty influence on all his thoughts, and 
chicfly on thoſe that relate to Religion. And 
firlt theſe carrying him with a ſtrong imperus 
to many irregular deſires to which Religion if 
believed mutt give a ſtop, he is from that made 
firſtto queſtion, thento doubr, and at laſt to 
deny there is a God, becauſe his appecites are 
roo dear to forgoe them for the belief of a fu- 
periour power or the hopes of another ſtate. 
And it is an eaſie thing for any man to bribe 
his Reaſon to believe what he has a great mind 
to per{wade hin.ſc]f of, either by diverting his 
thoughts from ſerjoully conſidering the thing 
propoſed, or by looking only at the oppolſt- 
tions may be made to this belief without exa- 
mining what may be ſaid for it, and by living 
in a perpetual diſorder, which both darkens 
the mird and keeps out all ſerious thoughts from 
it. upon all which there may by the jult judgment 
ot God follow a ſearing ot the Conſcience and 4 
blinding of the mind. Bit 
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But if the power of Religion and the witneſs 
God hath in our Breaſt, prove too hard for all 
this oppoſition, then the nexr attempt of paſli- 
on and luſt is to misſhape theſe notices of trurk 
into ſuch a figure as may beſt agree with their 
defires. And thus the Heathens corrupted all 
the evidences of natural Religion, and ſet up 
ſuch Deities as were guilty of the molt turious 
paſſions, and the molt ungoverned lults of all 
ſorts; and this being once done, no wonder 
the worſhip of thoſe gods was of a piece with 
the opinions they had of them, and that they 
deviſed ſuch Sacrifices and ſervices as might 
agree beſt with thoſe Deities, It was alſo x 
very natural reſult of this opinion that they 
ſhould conform their lives to their gods, and 
ſo they were ſecure of patrociny and proteQi- 
on when they were to commit the baſeſt villa- 
nies. And no wonder this prejudiced them at 
Chriſtianity which they ſaw taught all its Con- 
verts to be ſeverely vertuous and vious, and 
therefore they complained that Ch: iſtians came 
io diſgrace their gods, and to turn them from 
the Religion they had received from their Fa- 
thers. 


But afterwards when the world ruthed into 
the Church, the paſſionate and lultful parts of 
the natural man finding. nothing in that Faith 
tor their thelter, yet ſtudied to doe the beſt 
they could for their own preſervation, There- 
fore 
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fore inſenſibly men were turned from minding 
the great things for which Chriſt died, and role 
again to place all their care on other things 
which might well be maintained without over- 
coming a paſſion or mortifying a lult. Some 
did ſet up highly for opinions,others for forms, 
and by a curious improving thoſe hoped that 
their other faults ſhould be more eaſily for- 
Siven, both by God and man. Afterwards a 
great mary norions were found out, 1t not for a 
dire& deferice of thoſe diſorders, yet for palli- 
ating them, and allaying the grief for them. 
A devotion to Saints was one great Engine , the 
opinion of many ſins being expiared in Purga- 
tory, together with the belief of the Popes 
power of Redeeming from it, was an univerſal 
Medicine for all diſeaſes of Conſcience, Then 
the diſpenſing with Vowes, Covenants, and 
molt of all Duries was a great eaſe to the natu- 
ral man. There were alſo ſome new coined 
duries of Religion which did agree well with 
their paſſions, ſuch as fighting for Religion 
againſt Infidets, Hereticks and others that were 
excommunicated by the Pope, and a violent 
perſecuting of all, who in any point departed 
from the received Opinions : And their Auri- 
cular Confetſions, eafite Penances, and ready 
Abſolutions were ſure and Infallible means ro 
reconcite them to Religion after it waz fo 
debaſed as to meet them more than half 
way. 


But 
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But when a great part of Earope was de- 
ivered from thoſe more apparent Impoſtures, 
the natural man did not for all that give over 
his practiſing upon Religion to frame it to his 
own talte ; and a fondneſs on ſome reformed 
Opinions, with a Reverence for the Perſons of 
the Teachers, came to be ſet up by many as 
al] they drave at. But cunninger Arts were 
alſo found out and ſome ſacred truths did in- 
ſenſibly become ſo abuſed as to be made the ex- 
cuſes of ſins, eſpecially as they were {tretched 
by the corruptions of men, which were much 
encouraged by many unwary expreſſions of 
ſome hot Divines, who in the eagernels of dil- 
pute had ſaid many things that were nor to be 
juitified. Hence it was that the Doctrine of 
Chritts dying for {inners, and being their $a- 
critice, by which the guilt of their fins was ex- 
piated and they reconciled to God, was uſed by 
many for a ſecurity for men to fin as pleaſed 
them, ſo they but truſted to Chriſt, and be- 
cauſe perſetion was not attained in this life, 
it was held unattainable and ſin inſuperable. 
Nor could men be much afflicted for ſin nor 
Suard diligently againſt it, who bclieved they 
were inevitably led and determined to ut, eſpe- 
cially when that was thought done by God him- 
ſelf; avd fighting for Religion againſt the ſu- 
pream Authority was alſo by many made a 
oreat demonſtration of their zeal for God and 
Religion, and a furious bitter zeal again!t ” 
who 
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who departed from their Opinions whe- 
ther to the one hand or to the other, 
was looked on as a great evidence of 
Grace and Love to God, Aad it is plain in 
many perſons Religion does not ſo much mor- 
tie their paſſions and luſts as palliate and diſ- 
guiſe them, or at molt change their object bur 
not their nature, Men of Cholerick diſpoſi- 
tions placing all Religion in an eager, violent, 
yea and if necd be, a bloody maintaining all 
their Opinions about matters of Faith, The 
melancholy men pur it all in abſtraction and 
recluſenels, valuing themſelves much upon it, 
and undervaluwg others that were not ſo re- 
tired, Others of a more ſanguine-Complexion 
fhnding either great excules for all their levities 
and foiltes, or if more ſerious, turning all 
their thoughts rothe drefling up ſoine pretty 
Notions, And thus men not formirg their 
minds by the dictates and precepts of Rel:gion, 
but framing it accordirg to their own tempers, 
ſo as might belt ſuit their inclinations, did hold 
the truth in unrighteouſnels. And thus again 
the natural man did adulterate the notions of 
Religion which are ſpiritually dilcerncd, 


But the laſt and greateſt ( becauſe both 
ſtrongeſt and ſubtileſt) aſſault that Nature made 
upon Religion was by the miſguidings of ill di- 
reted and ill managed Realon, The former 
prejudices were more viſible and could not b- 
to well defended ; but this was managed with a 
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deeper cunning. And firſt the great value that 
the Maſters and prerenders to Learning and 
Reaſon had of themſelves, made them ſcorn- 
fully reje& all Inſtruction, ſtiffly maintain all 
they had once aſſerted, and deſpiſe every one 
that differed from them, Hence it was that 
the Philoſophers broke into ſo many diviſions, 
being as 1s apparent mightily ſwelled in ſelf- 
conceit, ſo that they ſcorned to yield ro one 
another, but employed all their wit and elo- 
quence to juſtifie their own Notions, how ab- 
ſurd ſoever, Now this 1s the temper in the 
world the moſt incapable of inſtruction; and 
this their pride they carried higher, laughing at 
all Inſpiration as a kind of madneſs, which 
therefore they deſpiſed and thought that their 
Reaſon was able to. penetrare into the deepeſt 
and ſecreteſt myſteries. And as this occaſioned 
2 numberleſs variety of opinions, ſo it made 
them deſpiſe the firſt preachirgs of Chriſtianity, 
in which as there was none of ther Metaphyi1- 
cal canting ; ſo poor illiterate men delivering 
it, they who valued themſelves on their Learn- 
ing and their noble generous rempers, rejected 
it with ſcorn, which was fed with the contempt 
they had for the firit Converts, who were c1- 
ther ſuch as they called Barbarians, or men of 
mean Education and Employments. 


But after an Age or two many of thoſe were 
by the prevailing progreſs of Chriſtianity Con- 
verted to the Faith, and did for ſoine Aves 

very 
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very good ſervice to it, But diverſe of their 
Sncceſſors _— che old temper of the Phi- 
loſophers, the debates about Religion begun 
to be managed with an unyieJding ambition, 
and Anathema's were the common ſanctions 
wich which they impoſed their Opinions, And 
at length one of the Biſhops affumed to him- 
ſelf and Succeſſors the abſolute authority of 
judging and deciding all Controverſies, which 
( chough the moſt unreaſonable opinion in the 
world, and that which deſtroys the free and 
right uſe of Reaſon : yer ) was brought in on 
the higheſt pretences of Reaſon, as the only 
mean to endall diſputes, 


And when a preat many errors were viſibly 
got into their Church, and ſome roſe who with 
all the evidence of Reaſon imaginable 1a1d open 
theſe and preſſed them to dilown and reform 
them, they continued in their ſtubborneſs, mu}- 
tiplied their Anathema's, and wreathed all their 
errors in one Chain, as S. Fames had done the 
Law of God, and impoſed all withour mercy. 
And for doing this they brought their Jani- 
zaries, whom they had educated in Nurleries 
at — cudpelling, and the other diſcipline 
of Pen-flaughter and Ink-ſhed. Theſe Schoo}- 
men who had been wel] trained to diſpute 
about every thing, and {tubbornly to maintain 
every poſition how trifling or how falſe ſoever 
with all confidence and earneſ\tneſs,were brought 
to pive Battel, and they as Mercenaries who 
G 2 CX- 
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expected good preferments did fight it out moſt 
obſtinately , nothing was too dilingemious for 
their confidence, no Author was ſo ſpurious 
but thcy would vouch his teſtimony, no place 
of Scripture ſounded favourably to their Opi- 
nions bur ( though it had been never ſo plain 
that it was to be underſtood in a different ſence) 
was brought as a certain proof, no maxim of 
the Schools, no old fuſtian dittinction was left 
out to maintain the Fight ; and as ſome after 
the greateſt defeats have 1mpudence enough to 
pretend a Victory, ſo that art was not onutted 
by them, but loud acclamations of Victory 
were made, when all free diſcerners ſaw they 
were quite routed , and the rudeneſs they had 
learned in their Cells was brought out with 
them, tor they managed their diſputes with 
all the roughneſs of expreſſion, the molt petu- 
lant inſultings and the moſt barbarous railings. 


Nor does this charge fall only on one (ide of 
Chriſterdom, though one Church be molt no- 
torioully guilty ; but the Diſputarts of all ſides 
have for the greateſt part managed their debates 
with that acr:mony of ſtile, thole ſevere in- 
vectives aid the catching up ſome eſcapes of 
inconſ(:derate Pens, as if they were more con- 
cerned for Glory than for Truth, Beſides that 
every one {wallows down an entire ſyſtem 
of that party to which he hath offered up him- 
ſelf, and all muſt be defended without that in- 

genuity which becomes inquirers into divine 
truth. 
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truth, Nor do moſt men take their opinions 
from the ſacred Oracles, but from their Edu- 
cations, ard the Catechiſms and Confeſſions 
they have been accuſtomed to , and being thus 
prepoſleſſed go to the Scriptures to ſeek proofs 
for their opinions, being reſolved before- 
hand to defend them and to make the Scriptures 
ſerve their turns ; which if they will not do 
eaſily, they will fo {tretch them upon the rack 
by their forced /Criticiſms or conlequences, as 
ro make them confeſs any thing though never ſo 
plainly contrary to the clear meaning of the 
words. Andit is evident that men thus blown 
up with pride are reſolved to juſtifie all they 
have ever ſaid, though to the coſt of throwing 
off all candid and fair dealing, ſaying things 
that no man of common ſenſe would ſay if he 
were not ſtrangely byaſſed, And indeed we 
dayly ſee things brought for the proof of many 
opinions which are ſo viſibly weak and uncon- 
cluding, that it is ſcarce poſſible to think thoſe 
believed them that ſaid them , but that being 
reſolved to ſtand to what they once aſſerted, 
ſome miſt mult be raiſed for keeping up their 
reputation, and impoling on weaker and more 
credulous Diſciples, And thus it muſt con- 
tinue as long as men are led by their pride to 
be {tubbora in all their reafovings about Re- 
119:0n. 


Another great abuſe of Reaſon is a needleſs 
curiolity abou things that either are of no 
G 3 oreat 
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great importance, or are wrapped in myſte. 
rious darkneſs; into which if men will pene- 
trate, their ConjeRures and Diſcourſes myſt 
turn to impertinent Cantings and Nonſenſe, 
Thus the Philoſophers diſputing about the 
nature of the Deity and of the Soul, do fall 
into unintelligible niceries and Cabaliſtical con- 
ecits of Numbers, of which no account can be 
given, butthat they would ſeem ro fay ſome- 
what where they could ſay nothing, And this 
curious ſubtiliſing carried along another miſ- 
chief with it, that they rejected every thing 
Q: which they could not give a diſtin account, 
and therefore called $, Paxla babler when he 
told them of the Reſurrection. 


But when ſome of the Philolaphers became 
Canverxs ro Chriſtianity, both theſe effects of 
this curioſity did appear , ſome ſtudying tq 
make out the high Myſteries of the Faith 
from their Meraphyſicks, and to reconcile them 
ro the Platonical Notions, in which any diſ- 
ecrning Reader will ſee a great deal of needleſy 
and very il] proved and worſe applyed curio- 
ſity. This appearing both roo curious and ill 
grounded to others, was no ſmall occaſion of 
their rejecting thoſe Myſteries, or at lealt 
framing them ſq as to agree with their Con- 
cejt,0n5 of things ; and both ſeem to have had 
[29 larg. 4:thare of this overſearching humour, 
ard of .vt believing any thing but what was 
made out co their Reaſons ; the one party 
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pretending they did underſtand the Myſteries, 
and the other denying them becauſe they could 
not underſtand them, 


What ſubtleties were uſed in explaining 
thoſe incomprehenſible doctrines any that hath 
converſcd in thoſe writings mult needs know, 
and how they were oppoled with the like 
ſubtleties, Whereas had all ſides adorcd the 
divine Revelations without engaging into 
theſe diſcantings, they had held the ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel, and acted more like true Chri- 
ſtian Philoſophers ; ſince it agrees with the 
ſtricteſt reaſon tro acknowledge our faculties 
are limited, ard ſo not fit to. comprehend the 
divine Nature, nor the operations or the com- 
munications of that Supream being , and there- 
fore we muſt believe with all humility what 
himſelfhath been pleaſed ro reveal tro us con- 
cerning himſelf,without eitherdoubting therruth 
becauſe we underſtand not what is ſo far above 
us, or engaging into over curious ſearching 
into that which it appears from our limited un- 
derſtandings, and the general terms of Reve- 
lation Cod intended ſhould be (till a Myitery 
to us, But indeed the Schoolmen have thought 
it be!/ow the height of their rouring minds and 
great Learnings to ſtick at the explaining all 
Mylteries, and as lar as hard words and un- 
conceivable niceties will go, they have given 
us a very latistying account of all Myſteries, by 
which we know geuher more nor leſs than 
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we do without them. Wh-ther this may not 
have led many over cur:i0''5 enquirers into the 
contrary extream, I lizall not determine, but 
this is plainly an abuſe of Reaſon on both 
hands, 


The humour of enquiring into all ſubtleties 
did quickly bring into the Church a ſuperfera- 
tion of urnconcceivable Myſteries, For every 
bold conceit that ay ( who had ſo much autho- 
rity as to be well tollowed ) took up was Ppre- 
ſently given out for a Myſtery, and then it was 
ſacred and mult not be touched , and if any did 
otter to examine it, he was (cared with the 
bugbcar of a Myltery. So that Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, the rrealure of the Church, the way 
of the Popes Intallibility,together with a thou- 
ſand deviled Mylteries 1n all the pieces of Di- 
vine Worſhip, were cramin'd down the throats 
of all Chriſtians, and many being juſtly pro- 
voked by theſe pretended Myſteries, and ſeeing 
the other great Myſteries made the engines of 
obtruding theſe on the world, were thereupon 
by an unjuſtifiable and an immodcrate uſe of 
tae Counterpoiſe led to the other extream of 
denying all 


Ard with how preat nicety of Argument 
have even the Reformed managed many high 
myſterious points, as the derivation of Aaam s 
iin, the Order o the Divine decrees, with the 
pature oi the aids and aſliitances of Grace, 
which 
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which have been canvaſſed with a very ſearch- 
ing curioſity ? and as dark as theſe muſt be con- 
feſſed to be, yet they are delivered with as 
much dictating and imperious authority, as if 
theſe Authors had been caught up to the third 
Heavens, Many other niceties are alſo found 
out to exerciſe their curioſity , yet if it relted 
there the hazard were not ſo great, but theſe 


are all made Articles of Faith, and all who 


are not ſatisfied about them, are barred the 
Comiunion of the Church, and to no wan- 
der there be endlcſs keats and debates. 


The occaſion of this curioſity and itch of 
diſputing may be perhaps not unjultly derived 
from the contentions and endleſs wrargiings of 
the Schools in matters of Philoſophy , in which 
men being accultomed tothar game of diſputing 
and ſubriliſing about nothing, and guing from 
thoſe ſtudies to Divinity, and carrying that 
ſame temper, and fiery edge along with them, 
they made all that work about it which hath 
now ſo long divided the world. They being 
alſo by a long practice habutuated tro many 
Maxims and Axioms whick were laid down for 
rules not to be enquired into or denyed, came 
really to believe thoſe were true, and ro carry 
them along with them to all their Theological 
debates, All which will appear very evident 
£0 any that compares their Philoſophical and 
Theological works, from whict many of their 
ſranpe interences and poſitions dig take their 
rile, 
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riſe, and Tam afraid do {till receive their nou- 
riſhment. 


Thus far I have diſcourſed of the ſeveral 
prejudices the powers of the natural] man do 
lay inthe way of our apprehending and judg- 
ing aright of Divine truths , and the common 
notions of the moral Philoſophy will concur 
co teach all men that before their minds can be 
rightly qualited for the underſtanding any in- 
tellectual truth, but moſt chiefly Divine truth, 
we mult abitract from all thoſe fhgures of things, 
which our ſenſes preſent to us, and riſe above 
all groſſer phantaſms, Ir is no leſs neceſſary 
that vur thoughts be ſerene, ard free of paſſion, 
that we may treely and at leiſure conf:der what 
lies betore us, without the Byaſs of precon- 
ceived opinions or intereſts, And it 1s equally 
rational with theſe that we have modelt minds 
nat vainly puftd up with an opinion of our own 
knowledge, but traRable and docile, ſuch as 
will not {tick after clear conviction, to confeſs 
and retract an error, and that we proceed in 
our reaſonings cloſely and on ſure grounds, 
not on vain conjeures and maxims taken up 
meerly on truſt, but by aclear progreſs ad- 
varice from one truth to another as the Serics 
of them jha]] lead. 


A man who is thus prepared muſt next con- 
ſider all was ſaid in the firit four Sections, with 
a great deal more to the ſame purpole; That 
he 
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he be on good grounds perſwaded there is aGod, 
that there is atrue revcaled Religion, & that the 
Chriſtian Religion is the true Religion, Theſe 
things being laid down he is in the hrit place by 
earneſt Prayers to beg God s dire&tion to go a- 
long with him in all his enquiries, which certain- 
ly will not be wanting ifhe bring with him a fin- 
cere & well prepared mind,not byaſſed nor pre- 
poſſeſſed, and of this we may be well aſſured 
both trom the Divine goodneſs and veracity. 
For as he hath promiſed that whoſo ſeek hall 
nd, ſoit 1s aneceffſary conſequent of infinite 
goodneſs to aſſiſt all that ſincerely ſeek after 
life and happineſs ; bur if any come to this 
ſtudy without he be duly prepared, he has 
himſelf to thank if he fall into errors and 
miſtakes. 


The next thing an ezaQ ſearcher into Reli- 
gion muſt labour in, is once to obſerve the 
nature of Chriſtianity and the great deſigns of 
it; and in this he js not to follow the ſmall 
=_ of ſome particular and obſcure paſſages, 

ut to oblerve through the whole New Telta- 
ment what was the great end of all our Sa- 
viour ſpoke and did, and his diſciples teſtified 
and wrote. If once we comprehend this 
aright, it will be a thread to carry us through 
particular diſquiſitions. For as there b: many 
ratural truths of which we are well aſſured, 
thqugh Philoſophy offers us ſome Arguments 
apgainit them, in the anſwering which we are 
not 
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not able to ſatisfhe our Reaſons , ſo there may 
be ſome divine t:uths very certainly made out 
ro us, and yet there may be places of Scripture 
which ſeem {o to contradi&t thoſt truths that 
they cannot be well anſwered, 


Again, a ſer:ous Enquirer will ſee good rea- 
ſon to believe the Scriptures muſt be plain, 
evidert and clear, fince they were at firſt di- 


rected to men of very erdinary parts and of 


no profound underi{tandings and lcarnirs ; 
therefore he may well coaclud: thole {trange 
Superſtructures ſome have reared up for amu- 
ſing the world, can be none of the Articles of 
Faith neccflary to be believed, 


And 2s the firſt Converts were honeſt ſimple 
nien, ſo our Saviour and the Apoſtles ſpoke in 
a plain ealie {tile, therefore all theſe forced 
Criticiſms and Interences by which ſome more 
t:genious than candid Writers would expound 
themin a ſence favourable to their Opinions, 
2”e not to be received, ſince thele d1 often re- 
prefert the divine diſcourſes rather like the 
iittic tricks of double-dealing ard Sophiltry 
for which an hone{t Tutor would levercly chide 
his Pupil : words arc to be und-critood in theig 
plain meaning, and not as Logick or a nicety of 
Criticila may di!tort ard throw them, 


If then a man will in this method ( which no 
honelt mgn can except againit ) g@ to the 
Ivarch 
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ſearch of the Scriprures with a mind prepared, 
as hath been already ſaid, he canrot tail ot 
finding out all that 1s neceſſary for his Salva- 
tion, Nor is he to be doubttully anxious con- 
cerning the true Books , tor none denics but 
the Churches carc in all Ages hath been the 
great conveyance of this, the many various 
Tranſlations of all Ages and Larguages ( nay 
and different Religions ) agreeing in all mate- 
rial points; and the Citations out of thoſe 
Books which we tind in a Series of Authors 
who have lived in the ſeveral Ages ſince they 
were written agreeing likewiſe with the 
Books themſelves, rog-ther with many ancient 
Manuſcripts which do- yct remain ot a great 
many Languages, may abundantly fatishe 
even the not levere Inquirer, that theſe be 
the very Books which the Apoltles delivered 
and were unverſally received by all Chri- 
{tians. 


The matter of Fat being thus cleared with- 
out any neceſlicy of running to the authority 
of the Church, all thoſe ſcruples which f. K. 
with the reſt of his Brethren would needs raile, 
do vaniſh, ſince they never diltingiuh exactly 
berween a Witneſs and a Judge. tor the for- 
mer nothing is required but honelty and good 
information, and we have the agreeing ſuf- 
frages of many witnefles that do all agree in 
their Tcltimony of theſe Books, who though 
they dittered very niuch in their Expolitions 
ot 
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of them, yet concurred in their verdiR about 
the Books, and were checks on one another in 
the faithful preſerving and tranſcribing them, 
In this ſence we do receive the Churches Teſti- 
mony as the neceſſary means of conveying 
theſe Books to us, But an Authority Sacred 
and Solemnly declared is required in a Judge, 
and this no Church can ſo much as pretend to 
but from the Scriptures. Therefore the 
Scriptures being received as Divine cannot 
depend on the ſentence of the Church as s 
Judge, ſince all its Juriſdition 1s derived from 
Scripture, which therefore muit be acknow- 
ledsed before it can be believed. 


But becauſe there be perſons of a meaner 
Condition and not Educated ſo as to make all 
the inquiry which is neceſſary in ſo important 
a Bulineſs, there is thcrefore a ſhorter me- 
thod for ſuch, which yet 1s as morally certain 
as any thing can be. Let then the ſimpleſt 
man in England provide himſelf of two 
New Teſtaments, one publiſhed by the Church 
of England, another by the Church of Reime 
as was that of Rheims: Now he knows 
well what animoſities be betwixt the Divines 
of theſe Churches, and that they arc engaged 
ſo hotly one againſt another, that they agree 
in nothing, but where the Evidence of truth 
eſpecially in matters of Fat dors bind them. 
And yet he comparirg theſe New Teſtaments 
will tind, that thouch the phraſe, the poſition 
of 
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of words, and in ſome few places perhaps 
the ſence varies, but upon a ſurvey of the 
whole he finds that they do plainly agree in 
all matters of moment. So that from this he 
is perſwaded that both have the ſame true 
Book which the Apoſtles did deliver to the 
Church , and the fews agreeing with us as 
to the Old Teſtament, 1s the ſame Evidence 
to him that we have thoſe very Books which 
were held Sacred by the 7ews in our Saviour's 
time. And thus by 7. K's leave a man may 
be ſatisfied what be the true Books, withour 
deing aſſured which is the true Church or 
the true Religion. 


Being then aſſured about the Books ard 
ſtudying them in the method already ſer 
down, he ſhall be certainly direfted by God to 
find out every thing neceſſary to Salvation , 
and this is far from ſetting up a private Spi- 
rit to lead us Enthuſialtically, but is an ap- 
peal to the Reaſon and ingenuity that is com- 
mon to all men. For let me ask f. K, how 
the Decrces and Canons of the Council 
of Trent are to be underſtood > He him- 
ſelf ſays, the meaning of thoſe is plainly and 
certainly to be known, yet every Reader 
muſt expound them ro himſelf in that eaſie 
and clear ſence which belt agrees with the 
words, Is this therefore to ſet up a pri- 
vate ſpirit to enterpret thele Canons? 1 
know he will fay (and with good reafon 
t0O. ) 
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too ) that 1t is far from it, ard with the 
ſame warrant do I aſſert that the confider- 
irg of Scripture according to the method 
propoſed, 15s not to interpret it by a private 
Spirit, but by the clear condut of our un- 
derſtandings directed by the divine Grace 
which 1s freely given to all that ask it. 


If after all this jt be replyed, How 1s «t 
then that there are ſuch different Expoſttors 
and Expoſitions of Scripture? the Anlwer is 
plain, by ſending back the Reader to what 
hath been ſaid of the corruption of mens 
minds; and as long as men live fo ill as they 
do, it 15 to no purpole to expect they ſhall 
think or underſtand aright. Beſides, there 
be a great many things in the <criptures 
which are not Articles of Faith, which every 
man is not bound to know and conceive aright 
under the hazard of Damnation, and about 
which there may be diſputings and different 
Opinions without any hazard, If any ſet up 
particular Opinions in matters juſtly con- 
trovertible and of leſs moment, and impole 
theſe on all with ſevere Santions, and if he 
have Authority tocaſt all out of the Church 
Society that do not agree with him, or if 
he have not that Authority, if he do ſepa- 
rate from the Communion of the Church 
becauſe they will not receive or hearken to 
his corcceits, he is a Schiſmatick ; for a dogma- 
tizing ard dictating ſpirit, if re" 
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with power, doth always lead to perſecution, 
and if 1t want it, to ſeparation, 


And thus I think enough is ſaid for proving 
that the way to Salvation is not at all un- 
Certain in our Church, ſince it 1s no other 
but that new and living way wh:ch our $a- 
viour did Conſecrate through his fleſh, Bur 
in this we are ſtrongly confirmed, when 
we find the ancient Martyrs, Fathers and 
Doctors of the Church going in the ſame 
Method, and by it Converting the Nations, 
enduring Martyrdome and giving glory to 
their moſt holy Faith and to its molt holy 
Author, whoſe Decrees, when mer 1n Coun- 
cils, and Do&trines delivered in their writings 
do ſo agree with Ours in all matters of Faith, 
that we decline not to put the whole de- 
bates between us and them to this Tryal, 
?. K. thinks we cannot know what Fathers 
or what Councils to receive, but by firlt ac- 
knowledging a trueChurch which mult tell what 
Fathers and Councils to receive, But this 
being a matter of Fat, we are 10 judge of 
it as of all matters of Fat that were tranſ(- 
ated ſome Apes ago, ard by the evidence 
of Teltimonics are to find out the truth con- 
cerning the Fathers and Councils, and their 
Writings and Decrees, We have good rea- 
ſon to decline the writers of the Jatter Apes, 


ſince we plainly ſce that upon the overthrow 
H of 
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of the Weſtern Empire by the Guths and 
Fandals and other Northern Nations, and of 
the Eaſtern Empire by the Saracens and other 
Aahometans, Religion and Learning were 
quickly brought under ſad and laſting decays, 
which is confeſt by writers on all tides. 


And what 7. X. ſays, That we may as 
well expet the whole Goſpel in the firſt 
Chapter of S. Matthew, as all Faith of the 
Church in the firit four General Councils, 
15 very impertinently alledged. Did we ask 
for all the definitions of the Church in the 
hrſt Canon of Nice, his compariſon might 
well take place; but it cannot be fitly uſed 
in our caſe who ſay we are the true Catho- 
lick Apoſtolick Chriſtians, becauſe we in all 
things agree with the Churches of God, as 
they were during thcir greatelt purity both 
in the perſecutions, and after thoſe for two 
Ages, Certainly if we hold all that Faith 
they then held, and if they were ſaved, 
we may be ſo too; and you cannot paſs a 
ſevere ſentence on us which will not like- 
wiſe take hold of them. f. K. cannot deny 
but they ſtared the Chriltian Faith in very 
formal Crecds, and one of them exprelly de- 
creed That no new addition ſhould be made 
to the Creed ; and ſo we who receive that 
Creed, though at all this diſtance from 
them, are really in Communion with them, 
irom 
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from which thoſe have departed, -who have 
made ſuch vaſt additions to the Creed, And 
thus it appears we are in the ſame way which 
our Saviour firſt opened and in which that 
Slorious cloud of witneſſes followed him, and 
are ſtill in Communion with Rowe as the was 
when herFaith was ſpoken of through the whole 
world, and therefore we are in a fafe way 
to Salvation, 


But becauſe Chriſtians muſt live together 
in Unity and Charity, ard in order to that 
end muſt aſſociate together inthe Worſhip of 
God in mutual Councils and other neceſſary 
parts of Government and ſome External rites 
for maintaining the viſible acknowledgment 
of the Faith, therefore we have rules given in 
Scripture no leſs expreſs for obeying the Civil 
powers in all their Commands that are not 
plainly contrary either to Natural or revealed 
Religion, which is a clear ard conltart rule 
by which we may be ſatisfied if our minds be 
right prepared and qualified, as was before 
ſet down. And if by the diſorder of our un- 
deriſtandings, through the corruprions of the 
natural man, we be brought under Errors, 
we have our ſelves to blame. Next to this 
we are to aſſociate our ſclves with all who 
Worlhip God as long as there is not ſome_- 
great corruption in it, ſo that we can no lon- - 
ger continue in it without ſin, If others be 
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formal or guilty in it, that 1s none of our 
fault, and can never warrant our departure 
from that Communion of Saints jn worſhip, 
Therefore the particular Forms of Worſhip 
are tO be agreed on by the Guides and Paſtors 
of the Church, which muſt ſtil] be received 
by all till they put us to a& or aſſiit in ſome- 
what that is evil, or be defetive in ſome ne- 
ceſlary parr of Divine worihip. And the great 
rule by which the Guides of the Church ought 
to compoſe theſe Forms, is the conſtant and 
univerſal praRtice of the Churches of God in 
their beſt times, Calculating theſe as near 
as may be to the preſc:nt Conſtitutions and tem- 
pers of men, ſo as to avoid all unneceſſary 
ſcandal,and to edifie the people by them, 


Therefore we dare appeal to all juſt and im- 
partial Judges, if our Church have not ob- 
ſerved this rule in all the parts of our Wor- 
ſhip, to bring things as near as could be to 
the Primitive Forms , and if in ſome particu- 
lars we have departed from them, ſuch as 
the not Commemorating expreſly the dead, 
or receiving gifts in their Names in the holy 
Communion, the not uſing the Chriſm in 
Confirmation, nor the ſign of the Croſs on 
all occaſions, or if we kneel in Churches on 
Sundays, and betwixt Eaſter and Pentecoſt, 
which are the molt conſiderable things that 
pow occurr to me, in Which we are not ex- 
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aQly conform to the Primitive Church , theſe 
are both things of leſs importance, and by 
the following Superſtixzion and other abuſes 
were very much corrupted. And it 1s cer- 
zain that all things not Neceſſary when much 
abuſed, how innocent, nay how uſeful ſoever 
they may be, yet may very reaſonably be left 
out and laid aſide as the Paſtors of the Church 
ſee cauſe, If after all this Evidence there be 
great diviſions among us, we owe theſe, next 
co the corruption of manners, to the daily 
praQiſes of ſuch as F. K. who ( as 1s offered 
co be made out by many ) have under all diſ- 
Suiſes laboured the renting us to Pieces, and 
our fins are ſuch that theſe wicked deſigns 
prove daily but too ſucceſsful, 


Bur after all the miſt and duſt any may 
ſtudy to raiſe, I doubt not but to ſerious con- 
ſiderers it will appear, that we of this Church 
are in a clear and ſaſe way, and that our do- 
Qrine 1s no other than what our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles delivered, and what the firſt Chri- 
ſtians and their Succeſſors for many Apes be- 
lieved ; and that we are in the ſame Method 
of tinding out the true Faith which they fol- 
lowed : all which I ſhall conclude with theſe 
excellent and divinely Charitable Verſicles of 
our Litany : 

That it may pleaſe thee to give to all thy 
people increaſe of Grace, bo hear meek!y- thy 
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Word, and to receive #t with pare affeftion, 
aud to bring forth the fruits of the Spiriz. 
T hat it may pleaſe thee to oy into the wa 
of truth all ſuch as have erred ana are -nedane 
and that it may pleaſe thee to have mercy upon 


g/l mey, 


We beſeech thee to hear us good Lord, 
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